
April 17, 2020  

 

 
Dear Georgia Congressional Delegation:   

 

On behalf of the undersigned County Chairs representing all 159 Georgia county governments, 

we thank you for your leadership during this critical time and your efforts to address the 

significant health, safety and economic impacts associated with the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

As Congress negotiates a potential fourth COVID-19 response package, we urge you to 

provide direct and flexible funding to county governments of all sizes who are at ground-

zero of this unprecedented public health and economic crisis. 

 

In Georgia, county governments have been, and remain, on the front line in direct response to 

the COVID-19 emergency, such as supporting county health departments and authority-owned 

hospitals, funding and equipping of first responders and other public safety officials, 

conducting emergency management operations, maintaining critical infrastructure, increased 

funding for coroners/medical examiners and indigent burial and addressing the needs of 

seniors citizens, homeless and our jail population.  Local governments are also incurring 

significant overtime costs for essential workers, especially among our public safety and public 

health employees, due to the increased demand for their services and a shortage of available 

staff as a result of increased sick leave from exposures or illness.    

 

At the same time as these increased service and financial demands, county governments (like 

the state and federal government) are likely to soon see substantial revenue losses, particularly 

from lower sales tax collections due to the dramatic and ongoing downturn in economic 

activity. 

 

While the CARES Act (P.L. 116-136) provided $150 billion for unanticipated expenditures for 

states and local governments, counties with populations below 500,000 are not eligible for 

direct funding and are instead at the mercy of the state – who are dealing with their own fiscal 

pressures. Only four of Georgia’s most populous counties (Cobb, DeKalb, Fulton & Gwinnett 

Counties) have access to direct federal funding.  

 

Given the unique county role of counties in our nation’s public health and overall community 

response to this pandemic, we again respectfully urge you to support efforts to allocate 

resources directly to counties. We further urge you not to use the CDBG formula for the 

allocation of funds to local governments. Under the context of the COVID-19 public health 

and overall economic crisis, we strongly urge you to develop a more balanced allocation 

method.  

 

We thank you again for your leadership during these unprecedented times. We would 

welcome the opportunity to discuss this issue further with your team and are committed to a 

solution that helps our nation, state and local governments mitigate, respond and recover from 

these historic times. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Undersigned Chairs of the Counties of Georgia 
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Chairman Charlie Leggett 
Appling County 
 
Mayor Kelly Girtz 
Athens-Clarke County 
 
Chairman Lace Futch 
Atkinson County 
 
Mayor Hardie Davis, Jr. 
Augusta-Richmond County 
 
Chairman Andy Hutto 
Bacon County 
 
Chairman Connie C. Hobbs 
Baker County 
 
Chairman Henry R. Craig 
Baldwin County 
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Banks County 
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Barrow County 
 
Chairman Steve Taylor 
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Chairman Steve Taylor 
Ben Hill County 
 
Chairman Ronnie Gaskins 
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Chairman Robert Brockman 
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Chairman Chris (Skipper) Harris 
Brantley County 
 
Chairman James H. Maxwell 
Brooks County 
 
Chairman Carter Infinger 
Bryan County 
 
Chairman Roy Thompson 
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Chairman Terri Lodge Kelly 
Burke County 
 

Chairman Ken Rivers 
Butts County 
 
Chairman Conner Collins 
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Chairman Jimmy Starline 
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Sole Commissioner Jason 
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Coffee County 
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Chairman Paul Poole 
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Chairman Sam Farrow 
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Chairman Gerald Douglas 
Cusseta-Chattahoochee County 
 
Chairman Ted M. Rumley 
Dade County 
 
Chairman Billy Thurmond 
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Chairman Pete Stephens 
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Chief Executive Office Michael 
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Chairman Dan McCranie 
Dodge County 
 
Chairman Terrell Hudson 
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Chairman Christopher Cohilas 
Dougherty County 
 
Chairman Dr. Romona Jackson 
Jones 
Douglas County 
 
Chairman June Merritt 
Early County 
 
Chairman Kenneth Petty 
Echols County Consolidated 
Government 
 
Chairman Wesley Corbitt 
Effingham County 
 
Chairman Lee Vaughn 
Elbert County 
 



Chairman Desse Davis 
Emanuel County 
 
Chairman Irene Burney 
Evans County 
 
Chairman Stan Helton 
Fannin County 
 
Chairman Randy Ognio 
Fayette County 
 
Chairman Scotty Hancock 
Floyd County 
 
Chairman Laura Semanson 
Forsyth County 
 
Chairman J. Thomas Bridges 
Franklin County 
 
Chairman Robert Pitts 
Fulton County 
 
Chairman Carvel Lewis 
Georgetown-Quitman County 
 
Chairman Charlie Paris 
Gilmer County 
 
Chairman Lori Boyen 
Glascock County 
 
Chairman Michael F. Browning 
Glynn County 
 
Chairman Becky Hood 
Gordon County 
 
Chairman Keith Moye 
Grady County 
 
Chairman Gary Usry 
Greene County 
 
Chairman Charlotte Nash 
Gwinnett County 
 
Chairman Dr. Stacy Hall 
Habersham County 
 
Chairman Richard P. Higgins 
Hall County 

Chairman Helen G. "Sistie" 
Hudson 
Hancock County 
 
Chairman Ronnie Ridley 
Haralson County 
 
Chairman Becky Langston 
Harris County 
 
Chairman Joey Dorsey 
Hart County 
 
Chairman Lee Boone 
Heard County 
 
Chairman June Wood 
Henry County 
 
Chairman Tommy Stalnaker 
Houston County 
 
Chairman Joey Whitley 
Irwin County 
 
Chairman Tom Crow 
Jackson County 
 
Chairman Bruce Henry 
Jasper County 
 
Chairman Ricky Crosby 
Jeff Davis County 
 
Chairman Mitchell McGraw 
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Chairman Hiller Spann 
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Chairman Charles E. Glass 
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Chairman Robert D. Parker 
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Chairman Bill Slaughter 
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Chairman Chris Dockery 
Lumpkin County 
 
Chairman Mickey George 
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Mayor Robert A. B. Reichert 
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Chairman John D. Scarborough 
Madison County 
 
Chairman George Neal, Jr. 
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Chairman Charlie Newton 
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Chairman David S. Stevens 
McIntosh County 
 
Chairman Bryan Threadgill 
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Chairman Allen Worsley 
Miller County 
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Mitchell County 
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Chairman Greg Hogan 
Murray County 
 
Chairman Marcello Banes 
Newton County 
 
Chairman John Daniell 
Oconee County 
 
Chairman Billy Pittard 
Oglethorpe County 
 
Chairman David L. Carmichael 
Paulding County 
 
Chairman Martin H. Moseley, Jr. 
Peach County 
 
Chairman Robert Jones 
Pickens County 
 
Chairman Neal Bennett 
Pierce County 
 
Chairman J. Briar Johnson 
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Vice-Chairman Hal Floyd 
Polk County 
 
Sole Commissioner Jenna S. 
Mashburn 
Pulaski County 
 
Chairman Billy Webster 
Putnam County 
 
Chairman Greg James 
Rabun County 
 
Chairman Wesley Williams 
Randolph County 
 
Chairman Oz Nesbitt 
Rockdale County 
 
Chairman Greg Barineau 
Schley County 
 
Chairman Will Boyd 
Screven County 
 
Chairman Sheila Williams 
Seminole County 

Chairman Gwen Flowers-Taylor 
Spalding County 
 
Chairman Dennis Bell 
Stephens County 
 
Chairman Joseph B. Williams 
Stewart County 
 
Chairman Clay Jones 
Sumter County 
 
Chairman Sher'Londa Walker 
Talbot County 
 
Chairman Willie Blockum 
Taliaferro County 
 
Chairman Jackie C. Trim 
Tattnall County 
 
Chairman Walter R. (Robert) 
Peacock 
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Chairman Neal Stanley 
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Chairman Wilbur T. Gamble, III 
Terrell County 
 
Chairman Phillip Brown 
Thomas County 
 
Chairman Grady Thompson 
Tift County 
 
Chairman David Sikes 
Toombs County 
 
Sole Commissioner Cliff 
Bradshaw 
Towns County 
 
Chairman Lance Hooks 
Treutlen County 
 
Chairman Patrick Crews 
Troup County 
 
Chairman Nick Denham 
Turner County 
 
 

Chairman Kenneth E. Fowler 
Twiggs County 
 
Sole Commissioner Lamar Paris 
Union County 
 
Chairman Norman Allen 
Upson County 
 
Sole Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield 
Walker County 
 
Chairman Kevin Little 
Walton County 
 
Chairman Jimmy Brown 
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Webster County Unified 
Government 
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Whitfield County 
 
Chairman Lanier Keene 
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