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Hospitalizations and Deaths Possibly Tied To 
 Street Drugs Being Sold In Georgia  

 
ATLANTA – The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) has become aware of a 
dangerous, potentially lethal substance contained in street drugs surfacing in central 
and South Georgia. Dozens of patients have been hospitalized and there are reports of 
deaths that may be associated with the drugs, but confirmation is pending.  
 
The overdoses have been reported over a 48-hour period in Centerville, Perry, Macon 
Warner Robins and Albany, but the drugs may also be sold on the street in other areas 
of the state. Patients reportedly purchased yellow pills alleged to be Percocet, an opioid 
pain medication. The substance has not yet been identified but it is extremely potent 
and has required massive doses of naloxone (Narcan) to counteract its effects. Testing 
is being done to identify the pills and the ingredients. 
 
First responders say patients are unconscious or unresponsive and have difficulty 
breathing or have stopped breathing. Many patients need to be placed on ventilators.  
Call 9-1-1 immediately if you have taken the pills or if you think someone has used the 
drug. Opioid overdose is a very dangerous condition that can result in permanent 
physical and mental damage or even death if medical treatment is not administered 
right away.  
 

DPH is working closely with the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, Georgia Poison Center 
and the Georgia Drugs and Narcotics Agency and federal partners on this investigation. 
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About the Georgia Department of Public Health  

The Georgia Department of Public Health (DPH) is the lead agency in preventing 
disease, injury and disability; promoting health and well-being; and preparing for and 
responding to disasters.  


