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2017 State of the Judiciary 

Justices & Judges 

Supreme Court used to have 7 justices. Beginning this year, they now have 9. Three new justices were 

appointed by Deal and start this year. The growth of appellate courts is also necessary to reflect the 

growth in caseload and population. Three new judges were appointed to the Court of Appeals. In 

addition, Georgia now has a large number of new Superior Court judges. Their average age is 49, which 

is a decade younger than other states. 

Criminal Justice Reform 

The judiciary is now looking at criminal justice reform. Georgia currently has the highest probation rate 

in the nation (four times the national average of adults on probation). The Judiciary is looking to reduce 

the number of low-level and nonviolent offenders on probation. This will free up 140 probation officers 

to concentrate on more serious cases. 

Reducing Self-Representation 

He wants to emphasize more efficient management through focusing on working class people/families 

of modest income who cannot afford representation. There were 800,000 cases of self-representation 

last year; these are more likely to lose and slow down court proceedings. New solutions include use of 

technology, self-help kiosks, and use of law students, but more needs to be done. 

Improving Court Efficiency 

Another focus should be on courts of first resort (municipal, magistrate, or probate courts). He wants a 

thorough study of these courts to identify necessary changes. He also wants to find a law clerk for every 

superior judge to improve efficiency.  

Juvenile Courts 

Support for juvenile courts is necessary to support this vulnerable population: a system of independent, 

full time juvenile court judges should be developed. The new data system is essential to increase 

transparency and information about children; the Chief Justice wants support for the budget request to 

institutionalize this system. 

Technology 

The key to the future of the courts is technology. Gwinnett County has been effectively using technology 

and computer systems to increase public safety, save money, and speed up processes. Electronic filing 

will become the norm in 2017. The need now is to centralize the e-filing systems; he asks for support for 

new budget request to establish a centralized system.  


