
How to Make a Table Using Census Data 

 Tables are an effective way to organize and present data for the purpose of comparing and 

contrasting items of interest. The following demonstration will walk readers through how to modify and 

create tables using Census data.  

 

1) After arriving at the Census main page, locate the “QuickFacts” tool, indicated by the red oval in 

the picture above, in the middle of the screen. 

 

2) Within the QuickFacts box, click on “Select a state to begin” and pick “Georgia” from the 

dropdown list of states provided. You will be transferred to a new page entitled “State & County 

QuickFacts” which is pictured below. Take a moment to examine the table provided. You will see 

that the table automatically compares Georgia’s statistics with those of the entire country. 

Equipped with the instructions below, you will be able to create similar tables that compare your 

county to other cities and counties or the state and country as a whole. 
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3) Locate the QuickFacts Beta box in the area identified by the red oval above. Within the 

QuickFacts Beta box is a white bar which asks you to “Enter state, county, city, town or zip 

code”. Click in this area and wait to be redirected to the QuickFacts Beta webpage.  



 

4) Type the name of your county, or jurisdiction of interest, into the bar that reads “Enter state, 

county, city, town, or zip code” as illustrated above. For the purpose of this exercise, we will use 

Fulton County as the primary jurisdiction of interest. 

 

5) After typing the name of the jurisdiction you are interested in looking at, select the orange box 

with the command “SET” identified by the red arrow in the screenshot above. Upon doing so, 

data for the selected county will appear.  

 



 

 

6) The table will now display Census data for both the county you inputted as well as the United 

States as a whole. If, however, you would like to remove the United States column or any other 

columns you generate from your table, simply click on the orange X to the right of the column’s 

heading as identified by the red arrow in the picture above.  

 

7) Interested in seeing how your county compares to other jurisdictions across the state, region, or 

country? You can add up to six jurisdictions to this table by repeating steps 4 and 5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8) The screenshot below displays a table in which data for Cobb, DeKalb and Fulton is displayed. 

Now, say we want to compare Fulton County with Cobb and DeKalb County, but we only wish to 

compare these jurisdictions for a particular category. Just as you have control over the 

jurisdictions included in your table, you can simplify your table to include statistics specific to the 

topic in which you are interested.  

 

9) Returning to our previous example, imagine the business seeking to relocate to Fulton County 

wants to know more about the current business climate of Fulton in comparison to Cobb and 

DeKalb. To isolate business data, or data for any other available topics, look at the top of the 

table and click on the white bar that reads “ALL TOPICS”.  

 

10) Upon doing so, a drop box of various topics will appear. Click on “Businesses”. As illustrated in 

the screenshot below, your table will now display data solely related to businesses for the 

counties or jurisdictions in your table.  

 



 

 

 

11) If, however, you would like to return to your original table you may do so by clicking on the 

downward pointing arrow, identified by the red circle in the screenshot above, and selecting 

“ALL TOPICS” from the options appearing in the drop box. Unlike the capability to add and 

remove localities, this function does not have the flexibility to allow you to choose multiple 

topics for your table. Unless viewing all statistics, you must choose one category from the 

dropdown list at a time.  

 

12) Once satisfied, you can download or share the table you created by clicking on the download icon 

identified by the green circle in the screenshot above. The dialog box that appears will provide 

you with several options. Clicking “download” or “csv” will transfer the data in your table to a 

Microsoft excel file for your own personal use. You may also print the table directly by selecting 

the print option or share it with others by email or the various social media outlets provided. 



Conclusion 

There are countless applications for using the tables generated by the QuickFacts tool. Most 

importantly, the QuickFacts Beta tool allows you to generate multiple statistics and data concerning the 

jurisdiction of your choice. Furthermore, this tool allows you to gather important population data and 

create tables that facilitate comparisons between various jurisdictions. Once you are familiar with the 

process for gathering data, you will want to be able to prepare compelling displays of the comparisons 

you made in your tables. Be sure to catch next month’s Research Corner when we will discuss how to 

create these types of presentations. Specifically, readers can expect to learn how to use the QuickFacts 

Beta tool to create basic visual graphics, such as charts and maps, for more complex presentations of the 

observations made through Census data.  

 

 

  

 

 

 


