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FOREWARD & USERS GUIDE 

 
This book is a continuation of a work commenced originally when I was on staff at the Office 

of Legislative Counsel. The work has been a ólabor of loveô of mine for several decades now. This new 
2020 edition is a significantly expanded and revised version of that initial  work and represents a 
continu ing effort to keep the material up to date. The 2020 edition is current through the 20 20 
regular session of the General Assembly. Grateful acknowledgement and appreciation is expressed 
to Mr. Rick Ruskell, Legislative Counsel of the Georgia General Assembly, for his ongoing 
cooperation, support, and assistance in helping keep this invaluable resource available and current. 

 
One of the more curious features of local government law in Georgia is the fact that under 

the 1877, 1945, and 1976 Constitutions there existed a class of amendments thereto which were 
neither general in nature nor uniform throughout the state but which were purely local in terms 
of their applicability.  These unusual items were local constitutio nal amendments (referred to 
throughout this book as LCA). 

 
Under the 1877 Constitution, these LCAs evolved over time under the generic amendment 

language of Article XIII, Section I, Paragraph I.  This provision allowed óamendmentsô to the 
constitution without making a distinction as to whether the amendment was general or local.  

 
W h e n  t h e 1945 Constitutio n was adopted, Article VI, Section X, Paragraph I conti nued in 

full  force and effect as a part of the new 1945 constitution all LCAs to the 1877 Constitution which 
had been adopted previously and, in Article XIII, Section I, Paragraph I, specifically provided the 
direct authority to adopt new LCAs.   

 
When the 1976 Constitution was adopted, this exact same pattern was again followed.  

Article XIII, Section I, Paragraph I continued the prior LCAs in force and effect and Article XII, 
Section I, Paragraph I continued in place the specific authorization to adopt new LCAs. 

 
 The 1983 Constitu tion, however, did not follow in the footsteps of i ts  predecessors. 

In a complete reversal of prior practice, Arti cle XI, Section, I, Paragraph IV prohibit ed the adoption  
of any new LCAs, and, with  certain limit ed exceptions,  provided for the automatic repeal of each 
existing LCA unless such L CA was continu ed specifically in force and effect as a part of the 
Constitu tion by local Act or home rule ordinance prior to July 1, 1987.  If an LCA was allowed to 
expire, the special provisions could never again be reenacted.  If it was continu ed in effect however, 
Paragraph IV provided that the LCA could thereafter be repealed but could never be altered or 
amended.  It would be forever frozen in place unless it was repealed.  

 
The purpose of this publication is to  identi fy all  of the LCAs that were in place at the time 

the 1983 Constitution became effective (July 1, 1983, pursuant to Art. XI, Sec. I, Para. VI), and, to 
explain the fate of each such LCA. Thus, the reader should be aware that except in a very few 
instances which are of peculiar historical int erest, this book will not detail the history of LCA s which 
were repealed by the General  Assembly or which were invalidated by the appel late 
courts . Note, however, that all  LCAs may be found by perusing the local law index 
contained in  Volumes 42 and  4 2Aof the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. Those which have 
been repealed or otherwise invalidated are indexed under the Noncurrent  heading for the affected 
local jurisdict ion. Those which have been continued appear under the Current heading for 
the affected jurisdiction.  

 
In this publication, i f an LCA was contin ued directly by a provision of the 1983 

Constitutio n, then that provision is identi fied specifically.  If an LCA was continued by local Act or 
home rule ordinance, then those continu ation  mechanisms are identi fied specifically and include a 
Georgia Laws citation. If an LCA was not continu ed, then the reader is directed to the automatic repeal 
provision of Arti cle XI.   

 



The book contains a Table of Contents for the quick ascertainment of whether a particular 
jurisdiction is covered by one or more LCAs. In addition, it is organized by means of an alphabetical 
listing of counties. A municipality may be located at the end of the county listings in which the 
municipality is located. All listings for a particular county or municipality are organized 
chronologically. At the very end of the county lis tings there appear several categories of population 
based listings applicable to counties and municipalities. The only ones which have been continued 
apply solely to Fulton County and to the City of Atlanta  and possibly to the consolidated 
governments of Columbus and Augusta-Richmond. 

 
With your help, this book will continue to be updated with corrections and new information.  I t  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a v a i l a b l e  on the websites of the G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  a n d t h e  
Association  County Commissioners of Georgia for the convenience and accessibili ty of int erested 
state and local officials, city attorneys, county atto rneys, and school board attorneys.  I encourage 
users to l e t  m e  k n o w  o f  errors s o  t h a t  corrections can be made in the subsequent  yearôs 
edit ion.  C o n t a c t  m e  b y  e-mail  a t  jscheuer@accg.org or directly at our offices at 191 
Peachtree Street NE, Suite 700, Atlanta, Georgia 30303. 

 
Please remain mind ful that this book is solely and exclusively for informational purposes. 

The review remarks cannot and do not reflect a detailed or thorough understanding of  the 
governmental operations, politi cal atmosphere, and social needs of each locali ty.   Consequent ly, 
nothing  stated herein constitut es or should be viewed as constituting  a legal opinion.  

 
It is my sincere hope that this tome will  be an informative and useful research tool for all 

who have occasion to travel through its pages.   
 
 

Joe Scheuer 
Assistant General Counsel 
January 20, 2021 
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APPLI NG COUN TY 

 
 
Ga. L. 1952, p. 570.  

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an elected county board of education .  
 
COMMENT S: The LCA formerly contained the school board law regarding the election,  
terms, and compensation  of members of the county board of education . 

 
STATUS: The LCA was continu ed in i t i a l l y  by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3738. However, 
the LCA was repealed subsequently by local Act, Ga. L. 1988, p. 3529, Section  6. The 1987 
continuation Act was not repealed. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 797.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Created the Appling  County Industrial Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance.  Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1708.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to tax and to expend up to 
$100,000.00  per year for the development of trade, commerce, indust ry, and employment 
opportuniti es within  the county. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation for these purposes.  A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public  functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV.  
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2111.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides a $10,000.00 homestead exemption from county ad valorem taxes to 
residents' homesteads. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
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BAX LEY 
 

Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 10.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue refunding  bonds for the purpose of reti ring and 

refunding present and future bonded indebtedness. 
 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

  
Ga. L. 1982, p. 2653.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city governing authority to grant to residents each year by 

ordinance a homestead exemption  from all city ad valorem taxes in an amount  not exceeding 

$15,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this constitution al provision would continue  the discret ionary power of the city 
governing authorit y to set by ordinance the amount,  if  any, of the exemption  each year. This LCA 
was not specifically contin ued in effect by local Act or home rule ordinance. 
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ATK I NSON COUN TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1917, p. 41; Ga. L. 1918, p. 106.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates Atkinson  County and describes the boundary thereof.  

COMMENT S: Following  the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution, 16 counti es were created 

by LCA.. Each LCA provided a metes and bounds descripti on of the county boundary and 

designated the county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II (b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  change may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1951, p. 831 ; Ga. L. 1955,  p. 719.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to issue refunding bonds without a 
vote of the people. 
 
COMMENT S: In view of the present  authority which counti es have to issue refunding bonds 
without  the necessity of a referendum pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph II I, it 
appears that this LCA is unnecessary. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2292.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $10,000.00 hom estead exemption from all county school district ad 

valorem taxes to those residents 62 years of age or older whose specified income does not 

exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 
 

PEA RSON  

Ga. L. 1939, p. 60.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on September 1, 1939, and which became due by March 1, 1950. 
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COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and  has expired. 

 
STATUS: Purportedly repealed by local Act, Ga. L. 1971, p. 2266, Section  1.01.  Not 
continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph 
IV. 

 
 

 
W ILLACOOCH EE 

 

Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 59.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on January 1, 1939, and which became due by July 1, 1941. 
 

COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and  has expired. 
  
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance.  Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BAC ON COUN TY 
 
 
Ga. L. 1914, p. 23; Ga. L. 1916, p. 17.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates Bacon County and describes the boundary thereof. 

 
COMMENT: Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution,  16 counti es were created by LCA. 
Each LCA  provided a metes and bounds description of  the county boundary and designated the 
county site. 

 
STATUS: Article IX, Section I, Paragraph II (b) grandfathers in force and effect the 
boundary description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of 
June 30, 1983, and provides further that subsequent  change may be accomplished only under 
the operation of  a general law. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1916, p. 17.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to create local off ices and local courts other than those 
provided in the Constitution  and to create debt for public  improvements. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance.  Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 14.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to refund and retire bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on January 1, 1939, and became due by July 1, 1939. 
 

COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 
  
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1953, Jan. -Feb. Sess., p. 409.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county to levy a tax not to exceed one mill  for promotin g and 
encouraging the location of  new indust ry in t he county. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  
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STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3813. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 849.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Bacon County Industrial Buildi ng Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3815. 

 

ALM A 

 

Ga. L. 1953, Jan. -Feb. Sess., p. 566.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to levy a tax not to exceed one mill  for promoti ng and 

encouraging location of  new indust ry in city. 
 

COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public  functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph  II.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BAKE R COU NTY 
 
 
Ga. L. 194 1, p. 17. 

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to refund and retire debts which were 
outstanding and past due on January 1, 1942. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and  has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1953, Jan. -Feb. Sess., p. 298; G a. L. 1959,  p. 451; G a. L. 1961, p. 618. 

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an elected county board of education .  
 
COMMENT S: These LCAôs provided the law regarding the composition  and method of election  
of the board. The provisions of the LCA relative to the filling of  vacancies on the board have 
been superseded by a local Act found at Ga. L. 1977, p. 2603. The compensation of  board 
members is contained in Ga. L. 1958, p. 2814, as amended. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1965, p. 697.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Created the Baker County Industrial Development Authority.  

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BALDWIN  COUNTY   
 
 
Ga. L. 1964, E x . Sess., p. 382 ; Ga. L. 1968, p. 1841.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Created the City of Mill edgevi ll e-Baldwin County Recreation  Authority; 
provided for  powers and dut ies; and authorized the county to require motor  vehicle 
registration  and to levy a $4.00 tax per vehicle (up to two vehicles per owner), with the  net 
proceeds going to the authorit y. 

 
COMMENT S: Recreation systems may be established by citi es or counti es under O.C.G.A. 
Chapter 36-64. However, numerous differences exist between the general law and the authority 
created by this amendment.   

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1490.  

DESCRIPTION: Created the Mill edgevill e-Baldwin County Industrial Development Authority. 
 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
 

M ILLEDG EVI LLE  
 

 
Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 L C A  to Art. III, Sec. VI I, Para. XXV of the 1877 Constitution 
included Albany, Athens, Atl anta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population  of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 LCA added Carrolton,  Cordele, Eastman, 
Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  The thi rd 
1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXIII  of the Constitu tion of 1945 (the revised 
counterpart of old Para. XXV)  contained a direct grant  of authority to the General Assembly to 
grant  authority to citi es and counti es to pass zoning and planning  laws. Amendment 19 (which 
included among other thin gs, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. II I) granted some zoning and planning 
power directly to counties and was held to have impli edly repealed Para. XXIII  insofar as it 
appli ed to unincorporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II (15) conferred zoning and planni ng 
power in citi es and counti es. 
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STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I, 
Paragraph IV.  

 
 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1035.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to acquire, construct, etc., off-street parking facilit ies and 

to issue revenue bonds for such purpose. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle   IX,   Section   II,   Paragraph   II I (a) (11)   and O.C.G.A.  Section  
36-82-61(4) (G) provide all citi es with the powers authorized by this LCA.  
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
Ga.  L. 1964, E x . Sess., p. 382 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Mill edgevill e under Baldwin County . 

 
 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1490 . 
 
 LCA affecting Mill edgevill e under Baldwin County . 
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BAN K S C O UN TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 939.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Banks County Industrial Buildi ng Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5277. 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2438.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides an $8,000.00  homestead exemption from county and county 
school district ad valorem taxes for residents 65 years of age or over without  regard to income. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1979, p. 1843.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority  to engage in business licensing and 
regulation and to levy business li cense taxes in the county, including incorporated areas in 
the county.  Violation of  such regulations constitut es a misdemeanor. 
 

COMMEN TS: There is no general law which would authorize counti es to levy license taxes 
wit hin muni cipali ties and O.C.G.A. Section  48-13-5 expressly prohibits counti es from levying 
li cense taxes upon certain professional businesses located within  municipaliti es.  It may be 
noted that Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I(a) now provides that the General Assembly may 
by local law grant  to a county the power to levy business license taxes in only the 
unincorporated area of the county.  O . C . G . A .  Section  36-1-20 now authorizes counti es to 
exercise police powers, which would include business regulation,  in the unincorporated areas 
and provides for prosecution  of violations in the magistrate court.  These provisions could 
allow  for exercise of licensing, regulation,  and license taxation  powers by Banks County in 
the absence of this LCA but would not allow  for the exercise of such powers within i ncorporated 
muni cipaliti es. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5365.  

 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2159.  

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction,  practice, and procedures in justice of the peace courts. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Constitution abolished all justice of the peace courts and establishes 
a system of magistrate courts. O . C . G . A .  Chapter 15-10 governs all magistrate courts and 
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sets uniform jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures for these courts. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
 

ALTO 
 
Ga. L. 1979, p. 1843.   
 
 LCA affecti ng Alto under Banks County. 

 
 
 

BALDW IN  
 
Ga. L. 1979, p. 1843.   
 
 LCA affecti ng Baldwin under Banks County. 
 

 
 

HOMER  
 
Ga. L. 1979, p. 1843 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Homer under Banks County. 
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BA R RO W  CO UN T Y  
 

 
Ga. L. 1914, p. 27.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates Barrow County and describes the boundary thereof.  

COMMENT: Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution, 16 counti es were created 
by LCA. Each LCA provided a metes and bounds descripti on of the county boundary and 
designated the county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II (b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  change may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1027; Ga. L. 1964, E x . Sess., p. 3 76.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Winder-Barrow County Industrial Bui lding  Authority.  

STATUS: Both LCAôs continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3525. 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1059.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Merges the City of Winder school system with  the Barrow County school 
system and provides for an elected board of education and an appointed school superintendent. 

 
COMMENT S: The LCA merges the independent school system of Winder with the Barr ow 
County school system.  The LCA provides detail ed provisions regarding the election  of the 
members of the board of education  and appointm ent of the superint endent  by the board and 
authorizes the General Assembly to provide for all  matters relative to the Barr ow County 
school system without the  necessit y of a referendum. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3523. 

  

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1805.  

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction,  practice, and procedures in j u s t i c e  of the peace courts. 
 

COMMENT S: The 1983 Constitut ion abolished all  justice of the peace courts and establishes 
a system of magistrate courts. O . C . G . A .  Chapter 15-10 governs all  magistrate courts and 
sets uniform jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures for these courts. 
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STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
 

AU BURN 

 

Ga. L. 1975, p. 1680.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.00  exempti on from municipal ad valorem taxes to each 
resident of  the city. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. A n  

e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 

by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5263. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. 

Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization , 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court concluded that 

such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the 

Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act may mean 

that unlike other exemptions continued as statute which can be amended, this exemption 

cannot be amended. 

 
 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1027 . 

 LCA affecting  Winder under Barrow County. 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1059 . 

 LCA affecting  Winder under Barrow County. 
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BA RTOW  C O U N TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 540, G a. L. 1958,  p. 495.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provides for the election  of the county board of education  and the school 
superint endent. 

 
COMMENT S: The LCA provides part of the current  law regarding the county board of 
education  and school superint endent.  The compensation of  board members and their  terms of 
office are addressed in Ga. L. 1982, p. 4584 and Ga. L. 1982, p. 4589. 

 
STATUS: Both LCAôs continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4466.  

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1852.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c o u n t y  governing authority to create water, sewage, 
garbage, and fire protection dist ricts and to levy taxes in the county or in the districts to 
construct and maintain faciliti es for such services. 

 
COMMENT S: Counti es and muni cipalit ies are now authorized to provide these services under 
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I, and public funds may be expended therefor under Arti cle 
IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.   Special districts for government services and special taxes 
wit hin th ose districts are now authorized by Arti cle IX, Section  II , Paragraph VI. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

  
 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2184.  

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures in justice of the peace courts. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Constitut ion abolished all  justice of the peace courts and establishes 
a system of magistrate courts. O . C . G . A .  Chapter 15-10 governs all magistrate courts and sets 
uni form jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures for these courts. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2288.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Granted a total homestead exemption  from county school district ad valorem 
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taxes to those residents 62 years of age or older whose specified income does not exceed 
$12,000.00.  

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle VII, Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptio ns from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 
STATUS: Repealed specifically by a local Act granting  new exempt ion, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5325. 

 
 
 

AD AIRSVILLE 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 912.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Adairsville Development Authority. 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4696. 

 

 

CARTERSVI LLE  

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1021.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Cartersville Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4694. 

 

Ga. L. 1971, p. 952.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.00 hom estead exemption  from all  ad valorem taxation by the 
City of Cartersville to residents of the City of Cartersville who are disabled or age 62 or over 
who do not have specified income exceeding $4,000.00 p er year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. A n  

e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed, 

purportedly,  by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5365 (adopted 6/18/87; filed 7/6/87) . There is a least 

one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), 
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where an appellate court concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been 

continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of a 

continuation of the LCA by home rule ordinance may mean that unlike other exemptions 

continued as statute which can be amended, this exemption cannot be amended. The 

complication here is that the HRO was not filed with the Secretary of State until 7/6/87. Under 

Art. IX, Sec. II, Para. I(g) a HRO does not become effective until so filed. This means that the 

purported continuation of the LCA did not become eff ective prior to the 7/1/87 deadline under 

Paragraph IV(b) and thus was ineffective for continuation purposes . Consequently, it appears 

that Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu ed the LCA in effect as statuto ry law. 
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BE N H I L L  C O UN TY  
 
 
Ga. L. 1906, p. 28.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates Ben Hill  County and describes the boundary thereof.  

COMMENT:  Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution, 16 counti es were created 
by LCA. Each LCA provided a metes and bounds description of  the county boundary and 
designated the county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II (b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  change may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 1011.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Fit zgerald and Ben Hill  County Development Authority.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed  by two home rule ordinances, Ga. L. 1985, p. 5190, and Ga. L. 1985, p. 
5326, and also by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3529. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2219.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $6,000.00  homestead exemption from county and county school 
district ad valorem taxes to residents; and grants a $12,000.00  exemption  to residents 65 years 
of age or older whose specified income does not exceed $4,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
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FITZGERALD  

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 31.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to levy an ad valorem property tax not to exceed one mill  

for assisting, promoting, and encouraging new indust ries to locate in the city and for 

advertising  the city. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3527. 

 
 
 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 1011 . 
 
 LCA affecting Fit zgerald under Ben Hill County . 
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BE RR I EN C O U N TY 
  

 
Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 12.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the Beaverdam school district to issue bonds to refund and reti re 
bonds which were outstanding and past due on October 15, 1938. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV.  

   

Ga. L. 1962, p. 819.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Berrien County Industrial Building  Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 3877. 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1021.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an addition al member on the county board of education to be 
appointed by the grand jury.  

 
COMMENT S: Ga. L. 1971, p. 3044, completely superseded the provisions of the LCA by 
creati ng an elected board of education to replace the previously existing  board. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV.  

 
 
 

Ga. L. 1965, p. 678.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the governing authority  of Berrien County to levy an annual 
ad valorem tax not exceeding two mills  for promotion  of indust ry, agricultu re, trade, and 
commerce and to appropriate funds so raised to the Berrien County Industrial Building  
Authority. 

 
COMMEN TS:  O.C.G.A. Section  48-5-220 provides that each county may levy up to one mil l of 
ad valorem tax to provide for assistance to county development  authoriti es for the purpose of 
developing  trade, commerce, industry, and employment opportuniti es. This Code section  
provides that the authorization  granted therein shall  be in addition  to any authorization  granted 
by an LCA. 
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STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

 
NA SH VI LLE 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 54.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on November 1, 1936, and which became due by November 1, 1942. 
 

COMMENT S: This LCA constitut ed a one-time authority and h as  e xp i red. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

 
RAY CITY 

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 67.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on June 15, 1940. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA  constituted a one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV.  

 
 

Ga. L. 1943, p. 41.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the City of Ray City to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which 
were outstanding and past due on July 1, 1943, and which became due by January 1,1962. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BI BB C O UN TY  
 
 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 21.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county to incur debt by making temporary loans and 
authorizes the county to borr ow up to $150,000.00  for grants of money, property, or loans to 
the federal or state government for nation al defense purposes. 

 
COMMENT S: The provision relati ng to temporary loans is obsolete in that Arti cle IX, Section  
V, Paragraph V authorizes counties to make temporary loans. However, the provision 
authorizing the county to borr ow money to make certain grants for nation al defense purposes 
still  constit utes addition al authority. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5098 (adopted 8/ 5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

Ga. L. 1943, p. 8.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to establish sanit ation, fire 
prevention,  poli ce protection,  and road construction  and improvement districts and to issue 
bonds and levy taxes and assessments upon property within su ch districts. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  authorizes citi es and counti es to provide 
the services enumerated by the amendment.   Arti cle IX, Section II, Paragraph VI authorizes 
the creation  of special service districts and the levy of taxes and assessments upon property 
within su ch special dist ricts. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5103 (adopted 8/ 5/86; filed 6/29/87) .  

 

Ga. L. 1947, p. 1240.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the governing authorit ies of Bibb County and the City of Macon to 
enact planning  and zoning ordinances and appoint agencies for adopti ng and administ ering 
zoning and planni ng laws. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph IV specifically grants local governments the 
power to enact planning and zoning ordinances. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5308.   
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Ga. L. 1950, p. 431.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to enact laws creating a pension and 
retirement system for elected or appoint ed officers and employees of the county who are paid 
wholly or in part by the county, to provide for disabili ty and death benefits, and to tax therefor 
and rati fies prior  pension law. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a)(14) now authorizes counti es and 
muni cipali ties to maintain and modi fy existing  retirement or pension systems and to create and 
maint ain retirement or pension systems for elected or appointed officers and employees whose 
compensation  is paid in whole or in part from county or muni cipal funds. Arti cle III, Section 
X, Paragraph I  now authorizes the expenditu re of public  funds for reti rement and pension 
systems for public  off icers and employees. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

  
Ga. L. 1950, p. 434.  

DESCRIPTION: Validates by operation of the constitution, certain Bibb County population  
Acts. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA created an exception  to the "uni form operation  of general laws" 
provision of the constitution  (current Art. III, Sec. VI, Para. IV(a)) . It valid ates Bibb County 
population Acts óprior to and since the 1940 censusô which were not judicially invalidated . 
A óvalidatingô provision  would remove errors in existing population Acts but would  not 
apply to subsequent population Act s. The 1983 constitution  included a new prohibition 
against population bills as defined by the General Assembly (Art. III, Sec. VI, Para. IV(b) . 
Consequently, regardless of this LCA, new population Acts or amendments to existing 
ones would have become subject to the limitations under O.C.G.A. Section 28 -1-15. For full 
treatment of this subject, see the current edition of the companion publication, Population 
Acts of Georgia: A Pernicious Profusion of Confusion . 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5108 (adopted 8/ 5/ 86; filed 6/ 29/ 87). 
 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 256.  

DESCRIPTION: Repeals Ga. L. 1947, p. 1565, and creates a joint  Macon-Bibb County Board 
of Health  and provides for its powers and duti es and authorizes the governing authoriti es of 
the City of Macon and Bibb County to adopt ordinances and to provide crimin al penalti es for 
violations of such ordinances. 

 
COMMENTS: General law provides that health services shall be provided by the counties. The 
amendment requires the City of Macon and Bibb County to act jointly in maintaining a board 
of health and providing  the necessary funds. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4682. 
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Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 491.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the c o u n t y  governing authority to prescribe and enforce 
buildi ng, electrical, and plumbing rules and regulations. 

 

COMMENTS: Citi es and counti es are authorized to prescribe buildin g, housing, plumbin g, and 
electrical codes under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I.  The LCA provides that violators 
shall  be tried in the City Court of Macon which has subsequent ly changed to the State 
Court of Bibb County. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5112 (adopted 8/ 5/86; filed 6/29/87) .  

 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 526.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to delegate legislative power to the 

governing authority of Bibb County to regulate traffic and exercise police powers. 

 
COMMEN TS: Code Section  36-1-20 authorizes the governing authority of each county to 
adopt ordinances preserving the public  health,  safety, and welfare of the unin corporated areas 
of the county, specifically including  the regulation  of traffic, violat ions of which ordinances 
may be puni shed by fine or imprisonment of not more than $1,000.00  or 60 days' 
imprisonment or  both. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5117 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) .  

 

Ga. L. 1955, p. 682.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates a county civil  service system for certain county poli ce off icers and 
off icers and employees of the sheriff 's department, authorizes the General Assembly to change 
or abolish the system, and authorizes county commissioners to provide for a county police 
department. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph IV authorizes the General Assembly by general 
law to authorize the establishment by county governing authorit ies of civil  service systems 
covering both county employees and employees of county officers. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5122 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

Ga. L. 1958, p. 497.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to restructure and reorganize the governing 
authority of Bibb County and any municipali ty located within  the county subject only to 
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limit ations detailed by the LCA. 

 
COMMEN TS: Arti cle IX, Section  II I, Paragraph II  authorizes the General Assembly to provide 
by law for any matters necessary to authorize the consolidation  of the governmental functions 
of citi es and counti es, provided that no consolidation  shall  become effective without approval 
in a referendum, and authorizes the establishment of charter commissions to draft proposed 
charters for the consolidated government without  the necessity of further action  by the 
General Assembly. 
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1961, p. 611.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county to set and collect license fees and taxes from 
businesses in the unin corporated areas of the county and to prescribe and enforce regulations 
concerning such businesses.  The fees and taxes are declared as li ens upon the properti es of 
such businesses. Failu re to pay fees or to obey regulations is a misdemeanor under the 
jurisdiction of  the State Court of Bibb County. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph I  grants counti es the power to prescribe 
ordinances, and the power to levy license fees and taxes may be granted by a local Act 
promulgated under Arti cle IX, Secti on IV, Paragraph I.  However, under general law, the 
enforcement of ordinances is left to the county magistrate court under Code Section  36-1-20, 
with m aximum puni shments of a $1,000.00 fine and 60 days' imprisonment or  both. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5129 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 885.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county and city, eith er directly or through the Macon-Bibb 
County Industrial Authority, to appropriate properti es, money, and services to encourage 
and assist the location and expansion of indust rial and commercial facilit ies in the county.  
The amendment  also ratifies and confirms Ga. L. 1962, p. 2323, creati ng the Macon-Bibb 
County Industrial Authority. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which 
would authorize taxation for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public  functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by two HROôs, Ga. L. 1985, p. 5168, and Ga. L. 1985, p. 5274, and also by 
local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4685. 
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Ga. L. 1962, p. 1112.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to grant  to county governing authority the 
power to provide for construction,  and maintenance of streets, bridges, sidewalks, and 
related installations inside and outside the corporate limits  of any muni cipality in the county. 

 
COMMENT S: County's exercise of these powers within  a municipali ty would be prohibit ed 
by Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph III (b) (l)  unless authorized by contract or by local law, 
absent the authority of this local amendment. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5135 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1067.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the governing authoriti es of Bibb County and the City of Macon by 
resolution  to consolidate the city and county offices regarding property assessment and tax 
collection, but provides that such action m ay be changed by local Act. 

 
COMMENT S: Under general law a board of tax assessors is created for each county for the 
valuation  of all  real property in the county. Municipaliti es are required to assess and levy taxes 
on the basis of the fair  market value determined by the county board of tax assessors. This 
LCA provides an exception to general law by the creation  of a joint  county-city board of tax 
assessors with unique  authority. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 1067. 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 835.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the governing authority of Bibb County to provide group 
medical insurance and group li fe insurance for employees of the county and elected officials 
of the county. 

 
COMMEN TS: While there is general authority for the provision of such insurance benefits for 
county employees, there is no such general authority for provision of insurance benefits for 
county elected off icials.  In addition,  county commissioners are under Arti cle IX, Section II, 
Paragraph I expressly prohibit ed from taking home rule action  affecting the salary of elected 
county off icers or the compensation,  expenses, and allowances in the nature of compensation 
of the county commissioners. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5139 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

 



- 42 -  

Ga. L. 1966, p. 881.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authori ty to adopt, revise, and modify 
pension, disabilit y, and reti rement plans for any elected or appointed person whose 
compensation is paid wholly or in part by the county. 

 
COMMENT S: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a)(l4) authorizes citi es and count ies to 
maint ain and modi fy existing pension or reti rement systems, and Arti cle III, Section  X, 
Paragraphs I  and II  authorize the expendit ure of public  funds for such purposes. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5144 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1706.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides an exemption  from all ad valorem taxes other than state taxes for 

harvested agricultu ral products which have a plantin g-to-harvest cycle of 12 months or less, 

which are customarily cured and aged for a period in excess of one year after harvesting, and 

before manufacturing, and which are held in Bibb County for manufacturing or processing 

purposes. 

 
COMMENT S: An identi cal exemption  is now provided by general law. See O.C.G.A.  Section  
48-5-41.1(b) (2). 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. A n  

e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 

by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5149 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . There is a least one case, 

Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where 

an appellate court concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued 

under Paragraph IV(b)  as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation 

of the LCA by home rule ordinance may mean that unlike other exemptions continued as 

statute which can be amended, this exemption cannot be amended. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1724.  

DESCRIPTION: Set the compensation  of members of the county board of educati on and 
authorized future changes in the compensation to  be enacted by local law with out the necessity 
of a referendum. 

 
COMMENT S: Ga. L. 1978, p. 4007, increased the compensation  of members of the board and 
supersedes the amount  provided by the amendment.  Arti cle VII I, Section V, Paragraph II  
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permits  the compensation  of boards of education  to be set by local law wit hout a referendum. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

  
 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1754.  

DESCRIPTION: Rati fies and confirms  a local Act creating  the Macon-Bibb County 
Urban Development Autho rity. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by  HRO, Ga. L. 1985, p. 5269, and also by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4698. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1976, p. 1827.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes Macon-Bibb County Urban Development Authority to issue 
bonds for buildi ngs and faciliti es for use by county or city and authorizes county and city to 
tax to provide funds to authority for use of build ings and faciliti es. 

 
COMMENT S: Absent  this constit utional authority, or general law authority which does not 
now exist, the authority probably could not issue bonds for public  building  purposes 
without  a referendum because of Arti cle IX, Secti on V, Paragraph I or issue revenue bonds 
for such a purpose because of Arti cle IX, Section  VI, Paragraph I  and the absence of a general 
law authorizing revenue bonds to be issued for such purposes. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1985, p. 5269, and also by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4698. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2360.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides that for purposes of determini ng eligibi lit y for homestead 
exemption  from local county, city, and school ad valorem taxes in Bibb County a "homestead" 
shall  include property held under an occupancy agreement at a stockholder of a nonprofit 
cooperative ownership housing corporation.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. A n  

e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 

by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5094 (adopted 8/5/86; filed 6/29/87) . There is a least one case, 

Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where 

an appellate court concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued 

under Paragraph IV(b)  as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation 

of the LCA by home rule ordinance may mean that unlike other exemptions continued as 

statute which can be amended, this expansion of homestead eligibility  cannot be amended. 
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Ga. L. 1980, p. 2128.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants addition al powers to the Macon-Bibb County Urban Development 
Authority. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1985, p. 5269, and also by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4698. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2133.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provides a $7,000.0 0 homestead exemption from county and county school 
district ad valorem taxes to residents' homesteads. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1910, p.  42  
 
 LCA affecting Bibb County under Chatham County. 

 
 
 

MA CON  
 
Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 L C A  to Art. III, Sec. VI I, Para. XXV of the 1877 Constitution 
included Albany, Athens, Atl anta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population  of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 amendment added Carrolton,  Cordele, 
Eastman, Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  
The thi rd 1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXIII  of the Constitu tion of 1945 
(the revised counterpart of old Para. XXV) contained a direct grant  of authority to the General 
Assembly to grant  authority to citi es and counti es to pass zoning and planni ng laws. 
Amendment 19 (which included among other thin gs, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. II I) granted some 
zoning and planning power directly to counties and was held to have imp liedly repealed Para. 
XXII I  insofar as i t appli ed to unincorporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II(15) conferred 
zoning and planni ng power in citi es and counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I, 
Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 45.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue notes to refund and retire any indebtedness 
which was outstanding on January 1, 1939, and authorized the city to incur limi ted debt by 
making temporary loans. 

 
COMMENT S: The bond portion of this  LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 
Paragraph V authorizes citi es to make temporary loans. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 52.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue notes and certi ficates to reti re and pay any 

debts of the city existing  at the time the amendment was rati fied or within  90 days thereafter. 

 
COMMEN TS: The one-time authority to issue notes to reti re the debt existing  on the date the 
LCA was ratified has no current appl icabili ty. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 124.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c i t y  governing body to exempt  new buildi ngs, machinery, 

and equipment  from muni cipal ad valorem taxation  for up to five years. 
 

COMMENT S: Arti cle VII,  Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptio ns from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not 
clear, however, that this consti tutional provision would continue the discretion ary power of 
the city governing authority to exempt such property from taxation. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1941, p. 127.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to vary the amount of its tax levy on newly annexed 
property for up to ten years after annexation commensurate with  the benefits and 
services extended to the property. 

 
COMMENT S: This L C A  contradicted the uni formi ty of taxation provisions of Article VII , 
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Section I, Paragraph II I, and also differed from the special district alternatives of Arti cle IX, 
Section V, Paragraph II. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1941, p. 129.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur limit ed debt for the purpose of contributing to 
local, state, or nation al defense. 

 
COMMENT S: It is unclear whether the LCA was authority for a one-time issuance of notes or 
debt certi ficates or whether it  was continuing authority to incur debt for the stated purpose 
so long as the aggregate of such debt does not exceed $150,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1952, p. 518.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the ci ty to issue revenue bonds to pay for hospital imp rovements. 

Also authorized the use of certain water receipts to be pledged for the payment of  such bonds. 

 
COMMENT S: The powers granted to the ci ty under this L C A  appear to be otherwise 
conferred by the Constitu tion. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1958, p. 482.  

DESCRIPTION: Empowered the mayor and council  to enact ordinances on buildi ng safety and 

fitn ess. 
 

COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a) and Code Section 36-35-3 serve as a 
modern basis to accomplish the ends originally sought to be achieved. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1612;  Ga. L. 1978,  p. 2311.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an increase in the benefits paid to any widow or child  of a 
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member of the Firemen and Police Pension Fund of the City of Macon. 

 
COMMENT S: The LCA was self-executing  and increased to a specific amount the benefits paid 
to certain widows and child ren of a member of the Firemen and Police Pension Fund of the 
City of Macon. Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II(14) authorizes ci ti es and counti es to 
increase benefits paid pursuant  to public  retirement or pension systems by home rule. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2357.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the governing authority of the city to grant,  and fix at not more than 
$2,000.00,  a homestead exemption  from municipal ad valorem taxation for each resident of 
the city who is 65 years of age or over and has specified income not exceeding $4,000.00 per 
year. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle VII, Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statutory law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear 
that this constitution al provision would continue  the discretionary power of the city governing 
authority to grant  and fix the amount  of the exempti on.   

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2092.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city governing authority to grant  preferenti al assessments for 
city ad valorem property tax purposes for revit ali zed or rehabil itated residenti al property. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle VII, Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statutory law those 
types of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is 
not clear, however, that this constitution al provision would continue  the discretion ary power 
of the city governing authority to grant  preferenti al assessments. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 2092.  

 

Ga. L. 1982, p. 2549.  

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an increase in the benefits paid to certain reti red firemen or 

poli cemen who were members of the Firemen and Police Pension Fund of the City of Macon. 
 

COMMENT S: The LCA was self-executing  and increased to a specific amount the benefits paid 
to certain reti red firemen and poli cemen who were members of the Firemen and Police Pension 
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Fund of the City of Macon. Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II(14) authorizes citi es and 
counti es to increase benefits paid pursuant  to public reti rement  or pension systems by home 
rule. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

 Ga. L. 1947, p.  1240 . 
 
  LCA affecti ng Macon under Bibb County. 
 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov. -Dec. Sess.,  p.  256 . 

 
 LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p.  885 . 

 
 LCA affecting M acon under Bibb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1962,  p.  1112. 

 
 LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1964,  p.  1067 . 

 
  LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1974,  p.  1706 . 

 
LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1974,  p.  1754. 

 
LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1976,  p.  1827. 

 
LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 
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Ga. L. 1978,  p.  2360 . 

 
 LCA affecting  Macon under Bibb County. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1980, p.  2128 . 

 

LCA affecti ng Macon under Bibb County. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAYNE  

 

 
Ga. L. 1962,  p . 1112. 
 

LCA affecting  Payne under Bibb County. 

 
Ga. L. 1974,  p . 1706 . 
 

LCA affecting  Payne under Bibb County. 

 
Ga. L. 1978, p. 2360 . 
 

LCA affecti ng Payne under Bibb County. 
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BLECKLEY COUNTY  
 
 
Ga. L. 1912, p. 38.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates Bleckley County and describes the boundary thereof. 

 

COMMENT : Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution,  16 counti es were created by LCA. 
Each LCA  provided a metes and bounds descript ion of the county boundary and designated the 
county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II(b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  changes may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1952, p. 548.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to enact a local Act merging Cochran 

independent school system with Bleckley County school system. 
 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 1042.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Bleckley County-Cochran Industrial Development Authority. 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3558. 

 

Ga. L. 1982, p. 2669.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education .  
 
COMMENT S: The LCA defines the county education  districts for Bleckley County; provides 
for the method of electing the members of the board of education at the general election  
in 1984, 1986, and 1988; and contains the current school board law for the county. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3556. 
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COCH RAN  

 

Ga. L. 1941, p. 48.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 
outstanding and past due on February 1, 194l, and which became due by November 1, 1953. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1952, p. 548.  

 

 LCA affecting Cochran under Bleckley County.  

 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 1042 . 

 

 LCA affecting Cochran under Bleckley County. 
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BRA N TL EY C O UN TY  
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1920, p. 34.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates Brantl ey County and describes the boundary thereof.  
 
COMMENT : Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution,  16 counties were created by LCA. 
Each LCA  provided a metes and bounds descript ion of the county boundary and designated the 
county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II(b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  changes may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 17.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the levy of an additional tax of five mills  for school purposes.  
 
COMMENT S: Arti cle VII I, Section  VI, Paragraph I  authorizes the levy of a school tax up to 20 
mills and provides for increasing or removing the 20 mill limit.  Given the current 20 mill  
limit ation,  the purpose of the L C A regarding the increase of the school tax is unclear. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 217.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to levy a tax not exceeding one mill  for promoting  and 
encouraging location of  indust ry and development of  agricultu re in the county. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation  for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public  functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1968, p. 1731.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Brantl ey County Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5103. 

 

 

NAHU NTA 

 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 189.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to levy a tax not exceeding one mill  for promoting and 

encouraging location of  indust ry in city. 
 

COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxation for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public  functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BRO OK S COU NTY 
 

 
Ga. L. 1956, p. 417; Ga. L. 1957, p. 509.  

DESCRIPTION: Provided for an elected board of education of  Brooks County.  
 
COMMENT S: A later LCA   found at Ga. L. 1962, p. 827, which provides for the merger of the 
Brooks County school system and the City of Quitm an school system, completely changed the 
board membership and composition  thereof and the districts from which members are elected 
and effectively superseded these two LCAôs. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

  
Ga. L. 1962, p. 827.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides for the merger of the school systems of the City  of Quitm an and 
Brooks County and authorizes Quitm an and Brooks County to appropriate money from their 
general funds to the new school system. 

 
COMMENT S: Portions of this LCA have been superseded by Ga. L. 1984, p. 3713, as specifically 
authorized by the 1962 amendment.  The remaini ng provisions of this LCA contain the current 
county school board law. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 827. 

  

Ga. L. 1966, p. 870.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Brooks County Development Auth orit y.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4739. 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p 1581.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction,  practice, and procedures in justice of the peace courts. 

 
COMMEN TS: The 1983 Georgia Constitution  abolishes all  justi ce of the peace courts and 
establishes a system of magistrate courts.  O.C.G.A. Chapter 15-10 governs all  magistrate 
courts and sets uni form jurisdiction, p ractice, and procedures for these courts.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
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I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

 
QUITM AN 
 
 

Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 L C A  to Art. III, Sec. VI I, Para. XXV of the 1877 Consti tution 
included Albany, Athens, Atl anta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 LCA added Carrolton,  Cordele, Eastman, 
Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  The thi rd 
1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXIII  of the Consti tution  of 1945 (the revised 
counterpart of old Para. XXV) contained a direct grant  of authority to the General Assembly 
to grant  authority to citi es and counti es to pass zoning and planni ng laws. Amendment 19 
(which included among other things, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. III) granted some zoning and 
planning power directly to counties and was held to have impli edly repealed Para. XXII I  insofar 
as it appli ed to unincorporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II(15) conferred zoning and 
planni ng power in citi es and counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I, 
Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 62.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur debt by making temporary loans and  to issue five-
year notes to retire any current deficits. 

 
COMMENT S: Article IX, Section  V, Paragraph V addresses the making of temporary loans by 
citi es. Altho ugh the language relati ng to five-year notes is less than clear, it appears that this 
was a one-ti me authority to pay deficits existing  at the time the LCA was rati fied and no 
longer has any appli cabili ty. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

  
 
 

Ga. L. 1939 , p. 65.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 
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outstanding and past due on January 1, 1940, and which became due by January 1, 1950. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority  and  has expired.  
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 827 . 

 
 LCA affecti ng Quitm an under Brooks County. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



- 57 -  

BRYA N COU N TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1680; Ga. L. 1974, p. 1696.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Created the Bryan County Industrial Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1924, p. 35 . 

 
 LCA affecting  Bryan County under Chatham County.  

 

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 23 . 

 
 LCA affecting  Bryan County under Chatham County. 
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BU L LO CH  C OUN TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 1002.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Created the Statesboro and Bulloch County Development Authority. 
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1981, p. 1916.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized creation  of subclasses of real property and taxation  with  special 

districts of such subclasses for fire protection services. 
 

COMMEN TS: The L C A  provided authority relative to taxation not otherwise avail able. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1981, p. 1931.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly by local law to allocate to the Bull och 
County school system the proceeds of any local sales and use tax levied in the county and to 
reduce proportion ately the ad valorem tax mill age rate for the school system. 

 
COMMENT S: The LCA is implemented by a local Act found at Ga. L. 1983, p. 3906. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1984, p. 4013. 
 
 
 

 
STATESBORO 

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1841.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to create the Downtown  Statesboro 
Development Autho rity. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4655. 

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 1002 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Statesboro under Bulloch County. 
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BU RK E COUN TY  
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 910.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Created the Burke County Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
 

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1846.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provided a formula which limits  the ad valorem tax millage rates which may 
be fixed by the governing authority of Burke County and the board of education  of Burke County. 
This lim itation was in addi tion to the mill age limi tation appli cable to all  county school systems.  
This formula basically limi ts total ad valorem tax revenue growth to 4 percent  per year unless 
public  hearings are held on the fixing of a higher mill age. 

 
COMMENT S: In the absence of this L CA it  would not be possible to fix any such mill age 
limit ation by local action or  local legislation regarding the county commission. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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BU TT S C OUN TY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1614.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Butts County Industrial Development Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 3848. 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2401; 1980, p. 2333.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants an addition al $12,000.00 hom estead exemption from all  county 
school district ad valorem taxes to those residents 62 years of age or older whose specified 
income does not exceed $8,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. The LCA was 
repealed and replaced by subsequent local Act, Ga. L. 2001, p. 4289. 
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CA L HOUN  COU NTY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 24.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to reti re all  indebtedness of the 
county as it  existed on January 1, 1941, and required the county thereafter to operate on a cash 
basis and prohibits issuing delayed warrants and payment orders. 

 
COMMEN TS: The provision relati ng to issuing bonds to retire indebtedness was a one-
time authority and has no curr ent  appl icabilit y.   The provision requiring the county to 
operate on a cash basis is probably not necessary because Arti cle IX, Section  V places 
limi tations on the manner in which counti es may incur debt through the issuance of bonds and 
by making temporary loans.  The practi ce of issuing delayed warrants and payment orders 
beyond the fiscal year is not contemplated or authorized. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1955, p. 470.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education  and the manner of filling  
vacancies. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 3940.  

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1672.  

DESCRIPTION: Created the Calhoun County Industrial Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

 

ARLINGTON 
 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 808 . 
  
 LCA affecting  Arlin gton under Early County. 
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CA M D EN COUN T Y  
 

 
Ga. L. 1961, p. 597.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provided for an elected county board of education . 

 
STATUS: Continu ed initially by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4363. H owever, both the local 
amendment and the 1986 Act were repealed subsequently by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4943, 
Section 9. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1981, p. 1909.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the probate court to try violations of county ordinances and 
resolutions and authorized the General Assembly to provide by law the procedures and 
conditions und er which this ju risdiction shall be exercised. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Georgia Constitut ion established a magistrate court in each county.  
O . C . G . A .  Chapter 15-10 governs magistrate courts and authorizes these courts to try 
violations of county ordinances.  O .C . G . A . Section  36-1-20 also authorizes magistrate 
courts to enforce county ordinances.  This LCA was the authority for the probate court to  
exercise jurisdiction over violations of county ordinances. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1982, p. 2586.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $4,000.00  homestead exemption  from all county and county 
school district ad valorem taxes to residents and grants an addition al $4,000.00 exemption to 
those residents 60 years of age or older whose specified income does not exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 
 
 
Ga. L. 1924 , p. 35  
 
 LCA affecting  Camden County under Chatham County.  
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Ga. L. 1939 , p. 23  
 
 LCA affecting  Camden County under Chatham County. 

 

 

 

K INGSLAND  

 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 813.  

 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Kingsland Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4365. 

 

ST. MA RYS 

 

Ga. L. 1959, p. 460.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the City of St. Marys to bind  itself  by contract to a stabil ized tax 

program with any corporation, partnership, or individu al. 
 

COMMENT S: The city would not have author ity to bind  itself  to a stabili zed property tax 
program without this LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2260.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants an $8,000.00  homestead exemption from city ad valorem taxes to 
residents 65 years of age or older whose specified income does not exceed $10,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptio ns from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. The LCA was 
repealed subsequently by local Act, Ga.  L. 1991, Ex.  Sess., p. 460, Section 8.  
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CANDLER COUNTY  

 
 
Ga. L. 1914, p. 29.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates Candler County and describes the boundary thereof.  
 
COMMENT : Following the adoption  of the 1877 Consti tution, 16 counti es were created by LCA. 
Each LCA provided a metes and bounds description of  the county boundary and designated the 
county site. 

 
STATUS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph II(b) grandfathers in force and effect the boundary 
description  of each of the 159 counti es, as well  as the county site, that existed as of June 30, 
1983, and provides further that subsequent  changes may be accomplished only under the 
operation of  a general law. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 922.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Candler County Industrial Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3734. 
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CA RR OL L COUN T Y  
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1957, p. 173.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Repealed an earlier L C A  (Ga. L. 1952, p. 564) and established a grand 
jury appoint ed board of education with an elected superint endent. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1958, p. 459.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly by local Act to give to the county 

governing authority the power to tax for a rescue squad. 

 
COMMENT S: Counti es and municipaliti es are now authorized to provide these services under 
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I, and public funds may be expended therefor under Arti cle 
IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1135.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Carrollton  Payroll  Development Authority to operate in Carroll  
County and Carrollton.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 3987.  

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2343.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to provide by law for a civil  service system 

for all employees whose salaries are paid from county funds. 
 

COMMENT S: Article IX, Secti on I, Paragraph IV authorizes the General Assembly by general 
law to authorize the establishment by county governing authorit ies of civil  service systems 
covering both county employees and employees of county officers. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1962, p. 1126 . 
 
 LCA affecting Carroll  County under Mt. Zion. 
 

 
 

 
BOW DON  

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 18.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the town to issue refunding bonds to reti re bonds not paid at the 

time of maturity. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section V, Paragraph III  authorizes refundi ng bonds. 
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV.  

 
 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1702.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $6,000.00  homestead exemption  from municipal ad valorem 
taxation to each resident of the city who is 65 years of age or over and has specified income 
not exceeding $4,000.00  per year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1602.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provides that the exemption 
must be granted and its amount fixed by municipal ordinance each year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this constitutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the city 
governing authority to grant and fix the amount of  the homestead exempti on each year. A n  
e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 
by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4814. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. 
Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court concluded that 
such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the 
Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act may mean 



- 67 -  

that unlike other exemptions continued as statute which can be amended, this exemption 
cannot be amended. 
 

 
CARR OLLTON 
 

 
Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 LCA to Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXV of the 1877 Consti tution 
included Albany, Athens, Atlanta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population  of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 LCA added Carrolton,  Cordele, Eastman, 
Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  The thi rd 
1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXIII  of the Constitu tion of 1945 (the revised 
counterpart of old Para. XXV)  contained a direct grant  of authority to the General Assembly 
to grant  authority to citi es and counties to pass zoning and planni ng laws. Amendment 19 
(which included among other thin gs, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. II I) granted some zoning and 
planning power directly to counties and was held to have impli edly repealed Para. XXII I  
insofar as i t appli ed to unin corporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II(15) conferred zoning 
and planni ng power in citi es and counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I, 
Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 21.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on January 1, 1939. 
 

COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1596.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provides that the exemption 
must be granted and its amount fixed by ordinance in each year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
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however, that this constitutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the city 
governing authority to grant and fix the amount of  the homestead exempti on each year. A n  
e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 
by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5154. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. 
Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003) , where an appellate court concluded that 
such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the 
Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act may mean 
that unlike other exem ptions continued as statute which can be amended, this exemption 
cannot be amended. 
 

 
 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 1135 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Carrollton  under Carroll County. 
 
 

 
 

MT. ZION 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1126.  

DESCRIPTION: Created the Mt.  Zion, Turkey Creek, and Flint  Corner Development 
Authority. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

 
ROOPVI LLE 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1604.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 

from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provided that the exemption 

must be granted and its amount fixed by municipal ordinance each year. 

 
COMMENT: Arti cle VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptions  from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not 
clear, however, that this constitutio nal provision would contin ue the discretionary authority 
of the city governing authority to grant  and fix the amount  of the homestead exemption  each 
year. Note that identical LCAôs for Bowdon and Carrollton were continued specifically by local 
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Act. 
 
STATUS: Not continued by local Act or by home rule ordinance. While t his LCA may have been 
repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV, it nonetheless may be in current operation. 

 

 

TEM PLE 
 
Ga. L. 1977, p. 1598.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provided that the exemption 
must be granted and its amount fixed by ordinance in each year. 

 
COMMENT: Arti cle VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptions  from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not 
clear, however, that this constitutio nal provision would contin ue the discretionary authority 
of the city governing authority to grant  and fix the amount  of the homestead exemption  each 
year. Note that identical LCAôs for Bowdon and Carrollton were continued specifically by local 
Act. 
 
STATUS: Not continued by local Act or by home rule ordinance. While this LCA may have been 
repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV, it nonetheless may be in current operation. 

 
 

 
VILLA RICA 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1600.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provided that the exemption 
must be granted and its amount fixed by ordinance in each year. 

 
COMMENT: Arti cle VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptions  from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not 
clear, however, that this constitutio nal provision would contin ue the discretionary authority 
of the city governing authority to grant  and fix the amount  of the homestead exemption  each 
year. Note that identical LCAôs for Bowdon and Carrollton were continued specifically by local 
Act. 
 
STATUS: Not continued by local Act or by home rule ordinance. While this LCA may have been 
repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV, it nonetheless may be in current operation. 
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W H ITESBURG 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1594.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c i t y  governing authority to grant  a homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation of  not more than $2,000.00.  Provided that the exemption 
must be granted and its amount fixed by ordinance in each year. 

 
COMMENT: Arti cle VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those 
types of exemptions  from ad valorem taxation provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not 
clear, however, that this constitutio nal provision would contin ue the discretionary authority 
of the city governing authority to grant  and fix the amount  of the homestead exemption  each 
year. Note that identical LCAôs for Bowdon and Carrollton were continued specifically by local 
Act. 
 
STATUS: Not continued by local Act or by home rule ordinance. While this LCA may have been 
repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV, it nonetheless may be in current operation. 
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CA TOOSA C OU N TY  

 
 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 29.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to reti re all  indebtedness of the 
county as it existed on January 1, 1942; required operation on a cash basis; and prohibit ed 
issuing delayed warrants and payment orders. 

 
COMMEN TS: The provision relati ng to issuing bonds to retire indebtedness was a one-
time authority and has no current applicabili ty.  The provision requiring the county to 
operate on a cash basis is probably not necessary because Arti cle IX, Section  V places 
limi tations on the manner in which counti es may incur debt through the issuance of bonds and 
by making temporary loans.  The practi ce of issuing delayed warrants and payment orders 
beyond the fiscal year is not contemplated or authorized. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1958, p. 592.  
 
DESCRIPTION: Vested the power and authority to levy taxes in a board of tax administ rators 
elected county-wide to four years of office. 

 
COMMEN TS: The LCA was an exception to general law for county boards of tax assessors. 

 
STATUS: Continued initially by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3796, but repealed subsequent ly by 
local Act, Ga. L. 1992, p. 5345. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 892.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the governing authority of Catoosa County to establish sewage 
districts and to levy taxes in support of such service. 

 
COMMENT S: Cities and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide for sewerage service and may create service districts and levy taxes in support of such 
services under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI. The LCA provides that the homestead 
exemption shall  not be appli ed to the levy of taxes for bonds issued in support of such service. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4548. 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 781.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Catoosa County Development Autho rity.  
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STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4546. 

 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 1831.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Lakeview-Fort Oglethorpe-Catoosa County Stadium Authority and 
authorizes the authority to issue general obligation bonds for the construction  of a stadium 
facili ty to be conveyed to the county board of education and provides for the levy of an ad 
valorem tax in the special tax district created by the LCA. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3588. 
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CHA RL TON C O UN TY  
 
 

 
Ga. L  1964, E x . Sess., p. 363.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Charlton Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4530. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2329.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures in justice of the peace courts.  Repeals 
prior LCA, Ga. L. 1977, p. 1616. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Georgia Constitu tion abolishes all  justi ce of the peace courts and 
establishes a system of magistrate courts. Chapter 10 of Title  15 governs all magistrate courts 
and sets uniform jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures for these courts. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2297.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $10,000.00 hom estead exemption  from all  county school district ad 
valorem taxes to those residents 62 years of age or older whose specified income does not 
exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
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CHATHAM COUNTY  

 
 
Ga. L. 1910,  p.  42;  Ga. L. 1913, p.  30;  Ga. L. 1916,  p.  22;  Ga. L. 1917, p.  36;  Ga. L.  
1918, p. 94; G a. L. 1920,  p. 20; G a. L. 1922, p. 2 6; Ga. L. 1925, p. 70; G a. L. 
1927, p. 111. 

 
DESCRIPTION: Provided for salary supplements to certain superior court judges in the 
Eastern Judicial Circuit.  

 
COMMENT S: Except for the provisions relating to Chatham County, the provisions of this  LCA 
appear to be obsolete due to later local laws.  The provisions relating  to Chatham County are 
cit ed in a later local law, Ga. L. 1981, p. 548. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
  

Ga. L. 1924, p. 35.  

DESCRIPTION: Created the Coastal Hi ghway District to be composed of Chatham, Bryan, 
Liberty, McIntosh, Glynn, and Camden Count ies and authorized the district to issue bonds to 
construct the "Dixie and South Atl antic  Hi ghway." 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constitut ed the authority for the existence of the Coastal Hi ghway 
District. Those provisions relative to issuing bonds were a one-time grant of  power and no 
longer have any appli cabili ty.  A subsequent LCA (Ga. L. 1939, p. 23) and several local laws 
(Ga. L. 1924, p. 307; Ga. L. 1925, p. 139; Ga. L. 1929, p. 217; Ga. L. 1935, p. 204;  Ga. L. 1939, p. 
415; and Ga. L. 1950, p. 179) have added to the duti es and responsibili ties of the district. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1926, E x . Sess., p. 22.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to pave a porti on of Victory Drive 
without  regard to the debt limitation  in the Constitution.  The bonds were to be reti red first 
by using the proceeds of reasonable tolls and then by the use of tax revenues. 

 
COMMENT S: It would appear that this  LCA no longer has any validi ty in that the project 
contemplated by the LCA has been completed. In addition , O.C.G.A. Chapter 36-82 addresses 
the issuance of revenue bonds and specific constitutio nal authority for toll roads and toll 
bridges is no longer needed. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1927, p. 122; Ga. L. 1943, p. 26.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Temporary loans authorized. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1937, p. 16.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to enact laws authorizing county to create 

a reti rement system for county employees and to establish rules of tenure therefor. 

 
COMMENT S: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a)(14) now authorizes counti es and 
muni cipali ties to maintain and modi fy existing reti rement or pension systems and to create and 
maint ain retirement or pension systems for elected or appointed off icers and employees whose 
compensation  is paid in whole or in part from county or muni cipal funds. Arti cle II I, Section 
X, Paragraph I  now authorizes the expenditure of public  funds for reti rement and pension 
systems for public  officers and employees. This LCA was to have been repealed if  the 1978 
revision of the arti cle on reti rement (Ga. L. 1978, p. 2510) had been rati fied in 1978. It should 
be noted that a tenure system for county employees is probably a county home rule power 
under Arti cle IX, Section II whi ch could supersede a local law relating  thereto in the absence 
of this LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 23.  

DESCRIPTION: Continued the Coastal Highway District and authorized the district to issue 

bonds to reconstruct the Atl antic  Coastal Hi ghway. 
 

COMMENT S: Those provisions of the LCA consti tuted one-time authority to issue highway 
reconstruction  bonds and no longer have any applicabili ty. Those provisions relatin g to 
continuing  the district may have continui ng appli cabili ty in view of Section  2 of Ga. L. 1935, 
p. 204, which states that the district shall  cease to exist upon the reti rement of any bonds issued 
under a prior  LCA (Ga. L. 1924, p. 35). 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 33.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the levy of an addition al two mills on  the dollar on all  taxable 
property in Chatham County whenever recommended by the board of education  and approved 
by a two-thi rds' vote in a referendum held for such purpose. 
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COMMENT S: A later LCA found at Ga. L. 1950, p. 448, superseded the provisions of this LCA 
by authorizing the levy of addition al taxes above the constitution al maximum if  approved by 
the voters in a referendum. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1949, p. 2135.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to establish a civil service system. 
 

COMMEN TS: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph IV provides that the General Assembly may by 
general law authorize the establishment by county governing authoriti es of civil service 
systems covering county employees or covering county employees and employees of the 
elected county officers. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4222. 

 

Ga. L. 1950, p. 436.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county, at the recommendation  of the board of education , to 
incur bonded indebtedness for the purpose of purchasing sites and constructing school houses. 
This debt is in  addi tion to the debt lim itation  of the Constitution  which at the time this 
amendment was rati fied was 7 percent of  the assessed value of taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: County school boards are curr ent ly authorized to issue bonds for education al 
purposes pursuant  to O.C.G.A. Section 20-2-390 et seq. However, this LCA authorizes the 
county to incur additional indebtedness without  regard to the general debt limi tation 
appli cable to counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1950, p. 444.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates described indust rial areas which shall be service areas for Savannah 
city water and fire protection  and subject to a five mill  l im it city property tax. The city forgoes 
annexation  and all  other muni cipal powers over the area. Chatham County provides poli ce 
protection.  (Note that the LCA for Jeff Davis County found at Ga. L. 1963, p. 674, contains a 
unique authorization which allows the county and city governing authorities to designate 
industrial areas in Jeff Davis County eligible for the same benefits as set forth in this Chatham 
County LCA.) 
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STATUS: Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV (d) continues "industrial areas" LCAôs in force 
without further action  on the part of local authoriti es, so long as such LCAôs were continued 
under Georgia Constitution  1976, Article XII I, Section  I, Paragraph II  and were in effect on July 
1, 1983. It should be further noted, however, that the industrial areas LCA has in fact been 
altered by two subsequent general constitutional amendments in Para. IV (e). 
 

 

Ga. L. 1950, p. 448.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the levy of ad valorem taxes for educati onal purposes in excess of 
the maximum  amount  allowed under general provisions of the Consti tution  and provided for 
elections to approve or reject such tax increases. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article VII I, Section  VI, Paragraph II  authorizes boards of educati on to increase 
or remove the mill  lim itation  on ad valorem taxes for educati on subject to voter approval in a 
referendum.  Arti cle VIII, Section VI, Paragraph I(c) provides that the constit uti onal 20 mill  
l imit  shall  not apply to those school systems authorized on June 30, 1983, to levy a tax in 
excess of such limit ation.  The Chatham County school board does not current ly exceed the 
20 mill  limit  and the provisions of the Constitu tion permit  the Chatham County school board 
to accomplish the  same ends as the LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1950, p. 451.  

DESCRIPTION: Empowers the judge of super ior  court of the Eastern Judicial Circuit  to 
appoint  the judge of the City Court of Savannah (now state court)  and the chief judge of the 
Muni cipal Court of Savannah as judges pro hac vice in superior  court. 

 
COMMEN TS: Under Arti cle VI, Section  I, Paragraph II I  and O . C . G . A . Section  15-1-9.1, 
judges who are otherwise quali fied may serve in other courts upon the request of such other 
court and the consent of the court to whi ch the request is made. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4357. 

 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 833.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to incur limit ed bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of constructi ng a new road to Savannah Beach, Tybee Island. 
The debt was in addition  to the general debt lim itation  in the in the Constit ution which at the 
time t his LCA was rati fied was 7 percent  of the assessed value of taxable property.  Such 
indebtedness does not require approval of the voters. 

 
COMMENT S: It is unclear whether this was a one-tim e or a contin uing authorization.  Also, 
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since the general debt limit ation in Article IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was changed after the 
passage of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al indebtedness which may 
be incurr ed by the county pursuant  to this LCA. However, this LCA authorized the county to 
incur bonded indebtedness without the necessity of a referendum. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 840.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to incur limi ted bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of constructing and operati ng a new hospital. T h e  d e b t  
w a s in addition  to the general debt limit ation  in the Constitution  which at the time this LCA 
was rati fied was 7 percent of  the assessed value of taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: Since the general debt limit ati on in Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was 
changed after the passage of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al 
indebtedness which may be incurred by the county pursuant  to this LCA. This LCA also 
authorized the county to incur bonded indebtedness without  the necessity of a referendum 
and for a purpose not covered by general law. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 854; Ga. L. 1965, p. 675; G a. L. 1972, p. 1569.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Savannah Port Authority. 

 

STATUS: Continu ed a u t o m a t i c a l l y  by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV(d). 
 
 

Ga. L. 1952, p. 617.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority  to enact ordinances for the poli cing 
of the unincorporated areas of the county, to enact ordinances regulating businesses and 
providing occupation  taxes, and to establish a recorder's court to hear cases involving 
violations of county ordinances. 

 
COMMENT S: Article IX, Secti on II, Paragraph I  and O.C.G.A. Section 36-1-20 authorize 
counti es to adopt ordinances and resoluti ons, and Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I 
authorizes counti es to regulate businesses.  However, the provisions of the Constitut ion and 
general law may be more restrictive as to the subject matter of these local ordinances and 
resolutions and as to the penalti es which may be imposed for violations of the ordinances and 
resolutions. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4560. 
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Ga. L. 1955, p. 665.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to grant  the c o u n t y  governing 
authority the power to assess the cost of streets, sidewalks, and curbing against  the owners 
of abutting subd ivided property in unin corporated areas of the county. Consent of 51 percent 
of such owners is required. 

 

COMMEN TS: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI curr ent ly authorizes county governments 
to establish special services districts for the provision of governmental services and faciliti es 
therefor and authorizes the levy within  such special districts of taxes, fees, and assessments 
for such purposes. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4214. 

 

Ga. L. 1956, p. 267.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to expend county funds for eradication  of mosquitoes 

and to control drainage in furtherance thereof. 
 

COMMEN TS: Taxation  for those activiti es may now be authorized as a public  health service 
under Arti cle IX, Section  II , Paragraph III (a)(3), Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II, and 
O.C.G.A. Section 48 -5-220(7) and (21). 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1956, p. 352.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates described industrial areas over which the City of Savannah may 
impose a maximum  five mill  property tax when it  can furnish "municipal services." The city 
may not exercise annexation,  regulatory licensing, or "any other municipal or other 
governmental function."  

 
STATUS: Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV continues "industrial areas" LCAôs in force 
with out further action  by local authoriti es, so long as such LCAôs were continued under 
Georgia Constitution  1976, Article XII I, Section I, Paragraph II  and were in effect on July 1, 
1983. It should be further noted, however, that the industrial areas LCA has in fact been altered 
by two subsequent general constitutional amendments in Para. IV (e). 
 

 
 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Savannah Transit  Authority.  Chatham County constitut es the 
area of operation.  
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STATUS: Unclear. Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance and possibly repealed 
by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV(a). However, Art icle XI , Section I, Paragraph IV (d) 
continued automatically LCAôs creating ómetropolitan rapid transit authoritiesô.  It is unknown 
whether this continuation applied to anything other than MARTA.  

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 986.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes creation  of the Chatham County-City of Savannah Joint  Board of 
Tax Assessors. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4485. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1967, p. 953.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the levy, after a referendum, of any tax which is not expressly 
prohibit ed by the Consti tuti on or general laws; and after such  a  levy, required a 
corresponding property tax reduction. The LCA did not apply to any tax which the county was 
authorized by law to levy. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I  provides generally that counti es may 
exercise the taxation  power as authorized by the Consti tution or general law. The types and 
purposes of county taxation  are so provided. This LCA provided a differing authorization for 
taxation  than that contained in general law. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1971, p. 962.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to establi sh districts for the 
provision of water, sewerage, fire protection,  street li ghti ng, and garbage and trash collection 
services; construct and maint ain streets, curbs, gutt ers, and sidewalks; and levy taxes for such 
purposes within  such districts after referendum approval. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI  current ly authorizes counti es to establish 
special services districts for the provision of governmental services and facilit ies therefor 
and authorizes the levy within  such special districts of taxes, fees, and assessments for such 
purposes. While this  general provision of the Constitut ion does not require a referendum, it 
may have elimin ated the need for this LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 



- 81 -  

Ga. L. 1971, p. 964.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the board of commissioners to provide by ordinance almost all 
procedures relating to property taxes, such as the place and manner of making returns, 
assessments for taxation, equali zation of assessments, payment and collection of t axes, 
installm ent payments, and numerous other procedures. 

 
COMMEN TS: This LCA grants powers differing from the general laws found in O.C.G.A. 
Chapter 48-5, which general laws are promulgated pursuant  to Art icle VII, Section  I, Paragraph 
II I. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4217. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1972, p. 1466;  Ga. L. 1980,  p. 2158.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to provide for city-county consolidation. 

COMMENT S: General provisions of the Constitu tion provide a mechanism for 
city-county consolidation {Art. IX, Sec. II I, Par. II(a)}. 

 
STATUS: Neither LCA was continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Both repealed by 
Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1972, p. 1493.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Recorder 's Court of Chatham County and provides for its 

jurisdiction and powers. 
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4658. 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1772.  

DESCRIPTION: Establishes the General Hospital Authority of West Chatham County to serve 
a limit ed geographical area and authorizes the governing authority of Chatham County to 
issue general obligation bonds and to levy a tax on property within the  service area to reti re 
such bonds. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4352. 
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Ga. L. 1976, p. 1916.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants an exemption  from Chatham County ad valorem taxation for county 

purposes for a period of five years to new manufacturing establishments and additions  to 

existing manufacturing establishments costing  in excess of $500,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2351.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides that the independent school system of Chatham County shall be 
deemed a county system but continu es all  existi ng local laws until  further amended by the 
General Assembly. 

 
COMMEN TS: The Constitution  no longer contains the former provision exemptin g those 
independent school systems created prior  to the Constitution  of 1877. Since all  such systems 
are subject to the provisions of the Constitut ion, the purpose of this LCA is unclear. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4607. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2373.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to fix the amount of and income 
quali ficat ion for a homestead exemption  from county ad valorem taxes for county purposes, 
such exemption to be granted to those residents of the county who are disabled or age 65 
or older and meet such income quali fication.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this consti tutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the 
county governing authority to fix the amount of  the homestead exempti on and change 
eligibility conditions  each year. A n  e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . 
However, th is LCA was continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4219. There is a least one case, 
Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where 
an appellate court concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued 
under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation 
of the LCA by local Act may mean that unlike other exemptions continued as statute which can 
be amended, this exemption cannot be amended. 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2209.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides that the Recorder's Court of Chatham County shall  have jurisdiction  
to take and entertain pleas of guil ty and nolo contendere in misdemeanor cases and to impose 
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sentence as provided by law in cases where the defendant  has waived in writing  the right to a 
trial by jury. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4150. 

 

Ga. L. 1981, p. 1917.  

DESCRIPTION: Repeals an LCA found at Ga. L. 1978, p. 2448, and grants a $12,000. 00 

homestead exemption  from county school district ad valorem taxes to those residents 62 years 

of age or older whose specified income does not exceed $10,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. A n  

e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 

by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4354. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. 

Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court concluded that 

such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the 

Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act may mean 

that unlike other exemptions continued as statute whic h can be amended, this exemption 

cannot be amended. 

 

 
  

Ga. L. 1981, p. 1920.  

DESCRIPTION: Allowed the compensation  of the members of the board of education  to be 

changed by local law without the necessity of referendum approval. 
 

COMMENT S: Arti cle VII I, Section  V, Paragraph I I of the Constituti on now allows the 
compensation  of members of local boards of education  to be provided by law without the 
necessity of approval by referendum. 

 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 
 
 
Ga. L. 1927, p.  122.  
 
  LCA affecti ng Chatham County under Fulton County. 
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BLOOM ING DALE 
 

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecting Bloomi ngdale under Chatham County. 
 
 
 
 

GARDEN CITY  
 

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecting Garden City under Chatham County. 
 
 

 
POOLER 
 

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecting Pooler under Chatham County. 

 
 
 
PORT W ENT W ORTH  
 

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Port Wentworth under Chatham County. 

 
 

 
SAVANN AH  

 

Ga. L. 1914, p. 39.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the abolition  of justi ces of the peace in the City of Savannah. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA amended language contained in the Constitu tion of 1877 which has 
been deleted from the current  Constitu tion. The off ice of justi ce of the peace has now been 
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abolished on a state-wide basis by the Constitu tion.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1923, p. 45.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur $3 million  in bonded indebtedness for the 

purpose of acquiring and operati ng certain types of faciliti es at the port of Savannah. This 

indebtedness is not subject to the debt limi tations found in the Constit ution. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA authorizes the creation  of debt for certain purposes without  being 
subject to the general debt limit ation found in Arti cle IX, Section V. However, the LCA requires 
that the debt be repaid out of revenues derived from the port facilit ies of the City of Savannah. 
This tends to make these bonds more in the nature of revenue bonds which are not now subject 
to this  general debt lim itation.  

 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 L C A  to Art. III, Sec. VI I, Para. XXV of the 1877 Constitution 
included Albany, Athens, Atl anta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population  of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 amendment added Carrolton,  Cordele, 
Eastman, Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  
The thi rd 1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXIII  of the Constit ution  of 1945 
(the revised counterpart of old Para. XXV) contained a direct grant  of authority to the General 
Assembly to grant  authority to citi es and counti es to pass zoning and planni ng laws. 
Amendment 19 (which included among other thin gs, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. II I) granted some 
zoning and planning power directly to counties and was held to have impli edly repealed Para. 
XXIII  insofar as it appli ed to unincorporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II(15) conferred 
zoning and planni ng power in citi es and counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I, 
Paragraph IV. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 51.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 
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outstanding and past due on November 1, 1937, and which became due up to January 1, 1939, 
and authorized the city to issue bonds to reti re any indebtedness outstanding and unpaid on 
January 1, 1939. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and  has expired. 
  
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 72.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur limited bonded indebtedness up to an aggregate of 
$1 million  without  regard to the general debt limit ation  of the Constitut ion for the purpose of 
providi ng an industrial and domestic water supply system. 

 
COMMEN TS: This LCA appears to be a one-time authority to issue bonds up to a stated 
aggregate. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1939, p. 75.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur limit ed bonded indebtedness up to an aggregate of 
$500,000.00  without  regard to the debt limit at ion of the Constitu tion for the purpose of 
acquiring real property for transfer to the United States government for national defense 
purposes. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA appears to be a one-time authority to issue bonds up to a stated 
aggregate. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1941, p. 160.  

DESCRIPTION: Directed the mayor and aldermen to secure the return of $50,000.00  from 
the Savannah Port Authority and pay the money to the Nation al Gypsum Company as 
reimbursement for a portion of the cost of a wharf constructed by the company. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1950, p. 439.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Savannah Airport Commission and grants powers and duties to 

the commission. 
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4203. 

 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 837.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur limit ed bonded indebtedness for the purpose of 
paving and repairing streets and sidewalks. This debt was in addit ion to the debt limi tation  of 
the Constit ution which at the time this LCA was rati fied was 7 percent  of the assessed value of 
taxable property.  T h e  indebtedness did not require voter approval. 

 
COMMENT S: Since the general debt limi tati on in Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was 
changed after the ratification  of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al 
indebtedness which may be incurred by the city pursuant  to this LCA. This LCA also authorizes 
the city to incur bonded indebtedness without  the necessity of a referendum and for a purpose 
not specifically covered by general law. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 843.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to incur limit ed bonded indebtedness for the purpose of 
construct ing and operating a hospit al.   Th is  debt w as in addition  to the debt limi tation  
of the Constit ution which at the time this LCA was rati fied was 7 percent  of the assessed value 
of taxable property. The indebtedness did not require voter approval. 

 
COMMENT S: Since the general debt limi tati on in Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was 
changed after the ratification  of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al 
indebtedness which may be incurred by the city pursuant  to this LCA. This LCA also authorizes 
the city to incur bonded indebtedness without  the necessity of a referendum and for a purpose 
not covered by general law. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1951, p. 846.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue lim ited bonded indebtedness for the purpose of 
improving and modernizing the storm and sewer system of said city. T h e indebtedness 
did  not require voter approval and was in addition  to the debt lim itati on of the Constitu tion 
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which at the time this LCA was rati fied was 7 percent  of the assessed value of taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: It is unclear whether this was a one-time authorization or a contin uing 
authorization.  Also, the present  Constitution  limits general obligation debt to 10 percent  of 
the assessed value of taxable property.    It is unclear whether this  LCA authorizes general 
obligation  debt in excess of the limit ation which existed at the ti me the LCA was rati fied or 
whether it  authorizes general obli gation  debt in excess of the present constitution al limit ation. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1591.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to establish historic zones and to enact planni ng and 

zoning ordinances. 

 
COMMENT S: Article 2 of Chapter 10 of Tit le 44 establishes uni form procedures to be used by 
counti es and municipaliti es in enacting ordinances providing for the protection  of districts, 
sites, build ings, and structures having a special historical, cultural, or esthetic int erest or value.      
The purpose of the LCA is unnecessary, but any ordinances adopted previously would need 
to be reenacted in accordance with  the procedures established by general law. 
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5077. 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1745.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the levy, after a referendum, of any tax which is not expressly 
prohibit ed by the Constitution or general laws and requ i red  a corresponding property tax 
reduction.  The procedures of the LCA do not apply to any other tax which the city is authorized 
by law to levy. 

 
COMMENT S: Article IX, Section IV, Paragraph I and general law provide the authorization  
for the exercise of taxation  power by municipaliti es and also provide the types and purposes 
of taxation  which are allowable. In addition,  action of the General Assembly is ordinarily 
needed, under O.C.G.A. Section 36 -35-6, before a muni cipali ty may adopt any form of taxation  
beyond that authorized by the Constitu tion or laws.  This LCA provides a differing 
authorization  for taxation th an that contained in general law. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1972, p. 1521.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to incur certain general obligation  debt for street and 
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drainage imp rovement purposes without  a referendum. 
 

COMMENT S: General obli gation  bonds may be issued under the general provisions of the 
Constitution on ly pursuant to referendum approval. 

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4837. 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1692.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the board of education to p rovide for an increase in reti rement 
benefits for persons already reti red under the provisions of the reti rement system of the board 
of education.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4515. 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1738.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Downtown Savannah Authority.  

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4201. 

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1583.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to incur certain general obligation  debt for street and 
drainage improvement purposes without  a referendum and pr ovides the debt authorization is 
in addition  to the debt authorization  contained in the LCA found  at Ga. L. 1972, p. 1521. 

 
COMMENT S: General obligation bonds under the general provisions of the Constitution 
require  referendum approval. 
  
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4837. 

 

Ga. L. 1950, p.  436.  

 
  LCA affecting Savannah under Chatham County. 
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 Ga. L. 1950, p.  444 . 

 
  LCA affecting Savannah under Chatham County. 

 

 

 Ga. L. 1950, p.  451. 

 
  LCA affecting Savannah under Chatham County. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1951, p.  854 . 

 
 LCA affecting Savannah under Chatham County.  

 

Ga. L. 1956, p.  352 . 

 
  LCA affecting Savannah under Chatham County.  

 

Ga. L. 1960, p.  134. 

 
  LCA affecting  Savannah under Chatham County.  

 

Ga. L. 1972, p.  1466 . 

 
  LCA affecting  Savannah under Chatham County. 

  

Ga. L. 1978, p.  2351. 

 
  LCA affecting  Savannah under Chatham County.  

 

Ga. L. 1981, p.  1920 . 

 
  LCA affecting  Savannah under Chatham County. 

 

 

 

THUNDE RBOLT  
 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
  LCA affecti ng Thunderbolt  under Chatham County. 
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TYBEE ISLAND  

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecting Tybee Island under Chatham County. 

 
 
 
 

VERNON BURG 
 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1344 . 
 
 LCA affecting Vernonburg under Chatham County. 
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CHA TT AHOO CH EE COUN TY 

 

 
 
Ga. L. 1958, p. 603.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education .  
 
COMMENT S: This LCA provides the current  law relative to the board of education . 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4311. 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1418.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized t h e  county to issue revenue bonds to fund the purchase, etc., 

of faciliti es for use by indust ry or commercial enterprise. 

 
COMMENT S: An identical LCA (Ga. L. 1960, p. 1400, relati ng to Telfair  County) was 
declared to be in violation  of the due process and equal protection  clauses of the Fourteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution  in the case of Smith v. State of Georgia, 222 Ga. 552 
(1966). 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 1090.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides that the county board of education  appoints the school 
superintendent. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA contains the current law relative to the method of selection of the school 
superint endent. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4313. 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 1063.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to engage in business licensing 

and to levy business li cense fees and taxes in the unincorporated area of the county. 
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COMMEN TS: Arti cle IX, Section IV, Paragraph I(a) authorizes local laws granting to counti es 
the power to levy and collect li cense taxes only in the unin corporated area of the county.  
Arti cle IX, Section II, Paragraph I  provides for general home rule powers which are likely 
broad enough to authorize counti es to enforce li censing ordinances, and Code Section  
36-1-20 authorizes counti es to enforce ordinances which could in clude li censing ordinances 
by imposing a maximum punishm ent not to exceed a fine of $1,000.00  or imprisonment for 
60 days, or both, for such ordinance violations with such violat ions triable in the magistrate's 
court. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4315. 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1640.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Chatt ahoochee County Industrial Development Autho rity.  

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4317. 

 

Ga. L. 1972, p. 1372.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides for the salary of the sheriff  and for the fiscal affairs of the sheriff 's 
off ice.  Provides that the General Assembly may by local Act amend the provisions of this 
LCA. 

 
COMMENT S: This L C A by its terms allows the General Assembly to control matters which 
are otherwise controlled by general law, specifically by the state minim um salary law for 
sheriffs.  It is unclear whether the provision of the LCA which provides that it  may be 
amended by local Act is affected by the provisions of Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV which 
provides that an LCA may be continu ed in effect after July 1, 1987, and "may thereafter be 
repealed but shall  not be amended." This general constitution al provision may supersede that 
part of the LCA which allows the General Assembly flexibili ty to act by local legislation in the 
future. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4319. 

 

Ga. L. 1972, p.  1375. 

DESCRIPTION:  Created the Chatt ahoochee County Airport Authority.  

STATUS:  Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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CUSSETA  

 
 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1640 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Cusseta under Chatt ahoochee County. 
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CHAT TOOGA COUN TY 

 
 
Ga. L. 1941, p. 35.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to reti re all  indebtedness of the 
county as it  existed on January 1, 1942; required operation on a cash basis; and prohibit ed 
issuing delayed warrants and payment orders. 

 
COMMEN TS: The provision relati ng to issuing bonds to retire indebtedness was a one-
time authority and has no current  applicabili ty.  The provision requir ing the county to 
operate on a cash basis is probably not necessary because Arti cle IX, Section  V places 
limi tations on the manner in which counti es may incur debt through the issuance of bonds and 
by making temporary loans.  The practi ce of issuing delayed warrants and payment orders 
beyond the fiscal year is not contemplated or authorized. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1943, p. 57.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county board of education  or the trustees of the Summerville 
school district to issue bonds to finance the rebuilding  of a high school destroyed by fire. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1959, p. 453; Ga. L. 1968, p. 1764.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education . 

 
COMMENTS: The LCA contains the current  c o u n t y  school board law. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3821. 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 909.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county board of education  to borr ow funds for the purpose of 
constructing  school buil dings and faciliti es and pledge the buildi ng funds which will  or may 
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be forthcoming to t h e  county from the state through the Minimum  Foundation Program 
for Education as security and payment th erefor. 

 
COMMENT S: The Minimum  Foundation  Program for Education  has been replaced by the 
Adequate Program for Education in Georgia (APEG) and further replaced by QBE. 

 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 804.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Chattooga County Development Auth ority.  

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4556. 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1766.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provided that the proceeds of county ad valorem taxes collected on motor 
vehicles may be used by the c o u n t y  governing authority in the same calendar year in which 
such taxes are collected and for the same purposes for which other ad valorem taxes collected 
in the imm ediately preceding calendar year are used. 

 
COMMENT S: There does not appear to be any other authority under the general provisions 
of the Consti tution or general law to accomplish this pu rpose. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1975, p. 1672.  

DESCRIPTION: Requires that all  fees, costs, and fines received by the county tax 
commi ssioner for the board of education  are public  funds belonging to the board and shall be 
paid to the board by the fifteenth day of every month.  

 
COMMENT S: The purpose of the LCA is unclear unless it  is necessary for the purpose of 
distributing  the net proceeds of any sales or use tax authorized pursuant  to a later LCA found 
at Ga. L. 1982, p. 2675. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3819. 
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Ga. L. 1982, p. 2675.  

DESCRIPTION: Allocates the proceeds from any local option  sales and use tax levied in 
Chattooga County to be allocated by local law to the Chattooga County school district and 
the City of Trion independent  school district and mandates the reduction of  the millage rate 
for educational purposes. 

 
COMMENT S: The continuation Act cited below also served as the implementing 
local Act and designated LOST as the tax to be used for educational millage 
reduction. That local Act was further amended by Ga. L. 1986, p. 3712. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4447. 

 

 

SUMME RVI LLE  
 
Ga. L. 1943, p. 57.  
 
 LCA affecting Summervill e under Chattooga County. 
 
 

 
TRION 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2198.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.00 hom estead exemption  from all  ad valorem taxation by the 

town to residents 65 years of age or older. The amount  may be increased to not more than 

$4,000.00 by vote of the mayor, recorder, and council. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this constitutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the city 
governing authority to grant and fix the amount of  the homestead exempti on each year. A n  
e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 
by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4967. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. Consol. 
Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court concluded that 
such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) as part of the 
Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act may mean 
that unlike other exemptions continued as statute whic h can be amended, this exemption 
cannot be amended. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1982, p. 2675 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Trion under Chattooga County. 
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CH EROK EE COUN TY 
 

 
Ga. L. 1956, p. 133; Ga. L. 1966, p. 1075.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Merges the independent  school system of the City of Canton with  the 
Cherokee County school system and provides for an elected board of education.  

 
COMMENT S: The provisions of the LCA which define the school districts and provide for the 
election  of the board members have been superseded by local Acts. The LCA contains a special 
provision which permitt ed the General Assembly to authorize the City of Canton and Cherokee 
County to appropriate money from the general funds to the board for educational purposes. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3572. 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 938.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Cherokee County Development Auth ority.  

 

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3566. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1545.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Cherokee County Airport Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3570. 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1743.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to establish fire protection 
districts and sewerage faciliti es districts and to levy taxes in the district  subject to referendum 
approval. The LCA provides that the constitu tional homestead exemption shall not apply to 
such taxes. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI  current ly authorizes counti es to establish 
special services districts for the provision of governmental services and faciliti es therefor 
and to levy taxes, fees, and assessments within  such districts for such purposes. This 
consti tution al provision does not require referendum approval and does not provide for non-
appli cabili ty of homestead exempti ons.   O . C .G . A . Section  36-82-61 does not include fire 
protection  as an undertaking for which issuance of revenue bonds is authorized but does 
include sewage faciliti es. 
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STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3568. 

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2472.  

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction,  practice, and procedures in justi ce of the peace courts. 
 

COMMENT S: The 1983 Georgia Constitu tion abolishes all  justi ce of the peace courts and 
establishes a system of magistrate courts. Chapter 10 of Title  15 governs all magistrate courts 
and sets uni form jurisdiction,  practi ce, and procedures for these courts.   
 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1852.  

DESCRIPTION: Provided full  value homestead exemption  from county school district ad 
valorem taxes for residents who are 62 years of age or over and whose specified income does 
not exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. Repealed 
subsequently by local Act found at Ga. L. 1988, p. 3677, Section 2. 
 
 

 

BALL  GROUND  
 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 938 . 
 
 LCA affecting Ball Ground under Cherokee County. 
 
 

 
CANTON  

 
Ga. L. 1956, p. 133 . 
 
 LCA affecting Canton  under Cherokee County.  
 
 
 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 938 . 
 
 Amendment affecting Canton under Cherokee County. 
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H OLLY SPRINGS 

 
 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 938 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Holly Springs under Cherokee County. 
 

 
 
W ALESKA  

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 938 . 
 
 LCA affecting Waleska under Cherokee County. 
 
 

 
W OODSTOCK  

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 938 . 
 
 LCA affecting Woodstock under Cherokee County. 
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CLA RK E COU NTY 
 

 
Ga. L. 1910, p.  42 . 
 
 LCA affecting Clarke County under Chatham County. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1953,  Jan. -Feb.  Sess.,  p. 560;  Ga. L. 1966,  p.  834;  Ga. L. 1968,  p.  1530;  
Ga. L. 1970, p. 1147.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to enact local legislation  merging the 
Clarke County and City of Athens school systems and provides detailed law and authority to 
the General Assembly relative to the board of education of  Clarke County. 

 
COMMENT S: The L C A is the authority for the current Clarke County school district. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4165. 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1306.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to provide for the construction  

and maintenance of streets, sidewalks, and curbing in the unincorporated areas and to levy 

assessments against the abutti ng property owners in support of such services. 

 

COMMENT S: Cit ies and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide these services and may levy taxes in support of such services under Arti cle IX, 
Section  IV, Paragraphs I  and II. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1308.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the board of commissioners to establish storm sewer, li ght, and 

garbage districts and levy special taxes and regulate those services in such districts. 

 
COMMENT S: Counties and muni cipalit ies are now authorized to provide these services under 
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I, and public funds may be expended therefor under Arti cle 
IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  Special districts for government services and special taxes 
wit hin th ose districts are now authorized by Arti cle IX, Section  II , Paragraph VI. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
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I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1310.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the issuance of building p ermits  and the adoption  of build ing 

codes. 
 

COMMENT S: Under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a)(12) and the provisions of 
O.C.G.A. Chapter 36-13, counti es have the powers provided by this amendment.  
 
STATUS:  Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1313.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the board of commissioners to regulate and levy li cense taxes on 
businesses within  unin corporated areas of county, except those subject to the Public  Service 
Commission, and to classify such businesses with  violations of such regulations to constitute 
misdemeanors. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I(a) authorizes local laws granti ng to counti es 
the power to levy and collect license taxes only in the unin corporated area of the county.  
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph I  provides for general home rule powers which are likely 
broad enough to authorize counti es to enforce li censing ordinances, and O.C.G.A. Section  36-
1-20 authorizes counties to enforce ordinances which could include li censing ordinances by 
imposing a maximum puni shment not to exceed a fine of $1,000.00  or imprisonment  for 60 
days, or both, for such ordinance violations with such violations triable in the magistrate's 
court. 
 

STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1316.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to empower the board of commissioners of 
Clarke County to adopt ordinances and regulations governing the health, safety, welfare, and 
morals of its citi zens, to regulate traffic on the streets and highways of the county, and to 
impl ement and enforce all  duti es and powers vested in the board as the governing authorit y 
of the county, and to provide penalti es for violations of such ordinances. 

 
COMMEN TS: O.C.G.A. Section  36-1-20 authorizes the governing authority of each county to 
adopt ordinances preserving the public  health,  safety, and welfare of the unin corporated areas 
of the county, violations of which ordinances may be punished by fine or imprisonment of not 
more than $1,000.00 or  60 days or both. 
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STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1960, p. 1379.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Athens-Clarke County Industrial Development Autho rity.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1985, p. 4134. 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1387.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to establish water, sanit ation,  
sewerage, and fire protection  districts and to levy taxes in support of such services. 

 
COMMENT S: Cities and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide for water, sani tation, sewerage, and fire protection  services and may create service 
districts and levy taxes in support of such services under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI.  
The LCA provides that the homestead exemption shall  not be appli ed to the levy of taxes in 
support of such services. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3635. 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 1050.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to create a charter commission for city-

county consolidation.  
 

COMMENT S: General provisions of the Constitution provide a mechanism for city-county 
consolidation (Art. IX, Sec. II I, Par. II(a)). 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1822.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the governing authoriti es of Clarke County and Athens, after 
referendum, to levy wit hin  their  jurisdictions any tax not expressly prohibit ed by the 
Consti tution or  general laws subject to a corresponding property tax reduction . The 
procedures of the LCA do not apply to any other tax which could by law be levied.   

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I and general law provide the authorization  
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for the exercise of taxation  powers and also provide the types and purposes of taxation which 
are allowable.    In addition,  action of the General Assembly is ordinarily needed, under 
O.C.G.A. Sect ion 36-35-6, before a municipali ty may adopt any form of taxati on beyond that 
authorized by the Constitution  or laws. This LCA provides a differing authorization for taxation  
than the enumeration contained in general law. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3631. 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1147.  

DESCRIPTION: Homestead exemption;  education t axes. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2305.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the creation of  a merit system for county employees. 
 

COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph IV authorizes the General Assembly by general 
law to authorize the establishment by county governing authorit ies of civil  service systems 
covering both county employees and employees of county officers. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3633. 

 
 

 
ATHENS  
 

 
Ga. L. 1927, p. 1 27; Ga. L. 1935, p. 1234;  Ga. L. 1937, pp. 1132, 1137, 1139.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Zoning and planni ng. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1927 L C A  to Art.  II I, Sec. VII, Para. XXV of the 1877 Consti tution 
included Albany, Athens, Atl anta, Augusta, Brunswick, Columbus, Darien, Decatur, Dublin,  
East Thomaston, LaGrange, Macon, Newnan, Rome, Savannah, Thomaston, Valdosta, 
Waycross, and citi es with  a population  of 25,000  or more according to the decenni al census of 
1920. The 1935 LCA added Moult rie. The first 1937 LCA added Carrolton,  Cordele, 
Eastman, Forsyth, Fort Valley, McRae, and Mill edgevill e. The second 1937 LCA added Dalton.  
The thi rd 1937 LCA added Quitm an. Art. II I, Sec. VII, Para.  XXIII  of the Consti tution  of 1945 
(the revised counterpart of old Para. XXV) contained a direct grant  of authority to the General 
Assembly to grant authority to citi es and counti es to pass zoning and planni ng laws. 
Amendment 19 (which included among other thin gs, Art. XV, Sec. II-A, Para. II I) granted some 
zoning and planning power directly to counties and was held to have impli edly repealed Para. 
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XXII I  insofar as i t appli ed to unin corporated areas. Art. IX, Sec. IV, Para. II(15) conferred 
zoning and planni ng power in citi es and counti es. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed, Arti cle XI, Section  I,  
Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1975, p. 1698 ; Ga. L. 1976,  p. 1912.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes  the  General  Assembly to  create  the  Downtown  Athens 
Development Autho rity. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3825. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1953,  Jan. -Feb.  Sess.,  p.  560 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Athens under Clarke County. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1960,  p.  1379. 
 
 LCA affecting Athens under Clarke County.  
 

 
Ga. L. 1966,  p.  1050 . 
 
 LCA affecting Athens under Clarke County. 
  

 
Ga. L. 1968, p.  1822 . 
 
 LCA affecting Athens under Clarke County. 
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CLAY COUNTY  
 
 
Ga. L. 1959, p. 457.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the board of commissioners to establish, construct, and administ er 
muni cipal port and terminal faciliti es and to issue general obli gation  bonds for such purpose. 
The debt is in addition  to the debt lim itati on of the Constitu tion which at the time of this LCA 
was 7 percent  of the assessed value of the taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: The Constitu tion limi ts general obligation  debt to 10 percent  of the assessed 
value of taxable property.  It is unclear whether this LCA authorizes general obligation debt 
in excess of the limi tation  which existed at the time the LCA was rati fied or whether it  
authorizes general obligation  debt in excess of the present  constitu tional limi tation.  

 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5284. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1354.  

 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue revenue bonds to fund the purchase, etc., of 

faciliti es for use by industry or commercial enterprise. 
 

COMMENT S: An LCA which was identi cal to this one (Ga. L. 1960, p. 1400, relati ng to 
Telfair  County) was declared to be in violation  of the due process and equal protection  clauses 
of the Fourteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution  in the case of Smith v.  State of Geor gia, 
222 Ga. 552 (1966). In view of this and the 1968 LCA establishin g the Clay County Industrial 
Development Authority, it  appears that th is LCA is obsolete. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 
 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1634.  

DESCRIPTION: Creates the Clay County Industrial Development Authority.  

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5286. 
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FORT GAINES  

 

Ga. L. 1957, p. 545.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to levy an ad valorem property tax not exceeding one mill  
for assisting, promotin g, and encouraging the location  of new indust ries in the city. The 
governing authority may select a board of citi zens to give them advice regard ing how to spend 
such funds. 

 
COMMENT S: There is neith er a general constitution al provision nor general law which would 
authorize taxati on for these purposes.   A local law so authorizing would require a 
determin ation  as to whether these purposes are public services or public functions for which 
public  funds may be expended pursuant to Arti cle IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 5288. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1968, p. 1634 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Fort Gaines under Clay County. 
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CLA YTON COU N TY  

 
 
Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 227.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county to incur bonded indebtedness for the purpose of 
acquiring and constructing  a water and sewerage system. This debt is in addition  to the debt 
limi tation  of the Constitution  which at the time this LCA was rati fied was 7 percent  of the 
assessed value of taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: Since the general debt limi tati on in Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was 
changed after the passage of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al 
indebtedness which may be incurred by the county pursuant  to this LCA. However, this t does 
authorize the county to incur a greater amount  of bonded indebtedness than is permitt ed 
under the general provisions of the Constitut ion. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5009. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 506; G a. L. 1958,  p. 3.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education  school superint endent. 

 
COMMENT S: The first three undesignated paragraphs of the LCA, relating  to the composition  
and method of election  of board members, have been specifically superseded by Ga. L. 1982, 
p. 4431.  However, the remainder of the LCA contains current  law with regard to the election 
of the school superint endent. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5013. 

 

Ga. L. 1958, p. 430.  

DESCRIPTION: Changed debt limitation  incurred by the county from 7 percent of assessed 

value of property to 10 percent of assessed value of property. 
 

COMMENT S: Since Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  provides for a debt lim itation not to 
exceed 10 percent  of the assessed value of all  taxable property within  such county, the same as 
the LCA, this LCA is no longer necessary. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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Ga. L. 1960, p. 1206.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to grant  to the county governing authority 
of the power to establish fire protection dist ricts and to levy taxes therein. 

 

COMMENT S: Counti es and muni cipalit ies are now authorized to provide these services under 
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I, and public funds may be expended therefor under Arti cle 
IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II.  Special districts for government services and special taxes 
wit hin th ose districts are now authorized by Arti cle IX, Section  II , Paragraph VI. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1963, p. 679.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to levy and collect business and 

occupational li cense fees and to adopt ordinances and provides that violations of such 

ordinances shall constitute  a misdemeanor. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article IX, Section IV, Paragraph I(a) authorizes local laws granting to counti es 
the power to levy and collect li cense taxes only in the unin corporated area of the county.  
Arti cle IX, Section II, Paragraph I  provides for general home rule powers which are likely 
broad enough to authorize counti es to enforce li censing ordinances, and O.C.G.A. Section  36-
1-20 authorizes counties to enforce ordinances which could include li censing ordinances by 
imposing a maximum punishm ent not to exceed a fine of $1,000.00  or imprisonment  for 60 
days, or both, for such ordinance violations with such violations triable in the magistrate's 
court. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4762. 

 

Ga. L. 1963, p. 681.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to enact laws creating  county civil service 

system for persons, other than elected officials, whose salaries are paid from county funds. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph IV authorizes the General Assembly by general 
law to authorize the establishment by county governing authoriti es of civi l service systems 
covering both county employees and employees of county officers. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5573. 

Ga. L. 1963, p. 683.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to empower the county governing authority 
to adopt ordinances and regulations. 
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COMMENT S: Article IX, Section II, Paragraph I and O.C.G.A. Section 36-1-20 authorize 
counti es to adopt ordinances and regulations, and Arti cle IX, Secti on IV, Paragraph I 
authorizes counties to regulate businesses. In view of these provisions, this LCA may not be 
necessary.  However, the provisions of the Constitu tion and the general law may be more 
restrictive as to the subject matter of these local ordinances and resolutions,  as to the penalti es 
which may be imposed for violations of these ordinances and resolutio ns, and as to the 
territo rial appli cabili ty of these ordinances or resolutions. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5011. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 1008.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the creation  of MARTA and grants all  powers of the authority. 

STATUS: Continu ed automatically in force by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV(d). 

 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 1797.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction,  practice, and procedures in just ice of the peace courts. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Constitut ion abolishes all justice of the peace courts and establishes 
a system of magistrate courts. O.C.G.A. Chapter 15-10 governs all  magistrate courts and sets 
uni form jurisdiction, p ractice, and procedures for these courts. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
 

Ga. L. 1979, p. 1812.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides a $10,000.00  homestead exemption  from county school district ad 
valorem taxes for residents who are 62 years of age or over and whose specified income does 
not exceed $10,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2310.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $4,000.00  homestead exemption  from county ad valorem taxes to 
residents and grants an $8,000.00  homestead exemption from all county ad valorem taxes to 
those residents 65 years of age or older whose specified income does not exceed $4,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
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of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 

 

 

FOREST PARK  
 
Ga. L. 1974, p. 1694.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Grants a $4,000.00  homestead exempt ion from municipal ad valorem 
taxation to each resident of the city who is 65 years of age or older who does not have 
specified income exceeding $4,000.00 p er year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 

of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 

MO RR OW   

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1614.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants an $8,000.00  homestead exemption  from municipal ad valorem 
taxation  to each resident of the city who is disabled or 65 years of age or over and does not 
have specified income exceeding $4,000.00 per year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 
 

RIVERDALE   

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1718.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.0 0 homestead exemption from municipal ad valorem taxes to 

each resident  of the city who is 65 years of age or over and has specified income not 

exceeding $4,000.00 per year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
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CLI NCH  COU NTY 
 
 
 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 913.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Clin ch County Development Authority.  

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4534. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1111.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education and for the school 
superint endent to be appoint ed by the board. 

 
COMMENT S: The LCA contains the curr ent  law relative to the county board of education and 
the school superint endent. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 4536. 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1114.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to provide by local Act for the 
consolidation  of the offices of tax collector  and tax receiver into  the office of tax commissioner. 

 
DESCRIPTION: Article IX, Section  I, Paragraph II I(c) authorizes the General Assembly to 
consolidate the office of tax receiver and tax collector  into  the off ice of tax commissioner. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2295.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $10,000.00 hom estead exemption  from all  county school district ad 

valorem taxes to those residents 62 years of age or older whose specified income does not 

exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
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HOME RVI LLE 

 

Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 35.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 

outstanding and past due on January 1, 1939. 
 

COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 37.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the city to issue bonds to refund and reti re bonds which were 
outstanding and past due on January 1, 1939. 

 
COMMENT S: This LCA constit uted a one-time authority and has expired. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
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COBB COUN TY 
 
 
 
Ga. L. 1937-38, E x. Sess., p. 20 ; Ga. L. 1952, p. 516.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the c o u n t y  governing authority to establish fire protection  
districts and to levy taxes upon approval of 60 percent  of the voters in the districts. 

 
COMMENT S: Cities and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide for fire protection  and may create service districts and levy taxes in support of such 
services under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI  with out necessitati ng voter approval. The 
amendment limit s the amount  of the tax to five mills  and excludes the homestead exemption 
in computing  such taxes. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4501. 

 

Ga. L. 1941, p. 43.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to reti re all  indebtedness of the 
county as it  existed on January 1, 1942; required operation on a cash basis; and prohibits 
issuing delayed warrants and payment orders. 

 
COMMEN TS: The provision relating to issuing bonds to retire indebtedness was a one-
tim e authority and has no current appli cabil ity.   The provision requiring the county to 
operate on a cash basis is probably not necessary because Arti cle IX, Section  V places 
limi tations on the manner in which counti es may incur debt through the issuance of bonds and 
by making temporary loans.  The practi ce of issuing delayed warr ants and payment orders 
beyond the fiscal year is not contemplated or authorized. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 

Ga. L. 1943, p. 11.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county to issue bonds to reti re all  indebtedness of the county 
as it  existed on January 1, 1944; required operation on a cash basis; and prohibit ed the county 
from issuing delayed warrants and payment orders. 

 
COMMEN TS: The provision relati ng to issuing bonds to retire indebtedness was a one-
time authority and has no current appli cabili ty.   The provision requiring the county to 
operate on a cash basis is probably not necessary because Arti cle IX, Section  V places 
limi tations on the manner in which counti es may incur debt through the issuance of bonds and 
by making temporary loans.   The practi ce of using delayed warrants and payment orders 
beyond the fiscal year is not contemplated or authorized. 
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STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1956, p. 363.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to provide for construction  and 
maint enance of streets, sidewalks, or curbing and to assess the costs thereof against the 
abutting  property. 

 
COMMENT S: Cit ies and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide these services and may levy taxes in support of such services under Arti cle IX, Section  
IV, Paragraphs I  and II. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by HRO, Ga. L. 1988, p. 5085 (adopted 5/26/87; filed 6/19/87) . 

 

Ga. L. 1962, p. 971; Ga. L. 1968, p. 1529.  

DESCRIPTION: Provides for an elected county board of education  and an appointed school 

superintendent. 
 

COMMEN TS: The L C A  p r o v i s i o ns  defining the education  districts, providing  for the 
election  and terms of off ice of the members of the board, and establishing their  compensation 
have been superseded by local Acts.  The LCA does contain the current law regarding the 
appoint ment of the school superint endent  by the board and the fill ing of vacancies. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Acts, Ga. L. 1986, pp. 4055 and 4511. 

 

Ga. L. 1963, p. 685.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to enact laws creating  county civil service 
system for persons, other than elected officials, whose salaries are paid from county funds. 

 

COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  I, Paragraph IV authorizes the General Assembly by general 
law to authorize the establishment by county governing authorities of civi l service systems 
covering both county employees and employees of county officers. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4505. 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 936.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county to construct and maint ain solid waste facili ties and to 

issue revenue bonds for such purpose. 
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COMMENT S: Counti es are authorized by Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  and O.C.G.A. 
Chapter36-82 to exercise the powers provided for by this local amendment.  
 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4408. 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1008.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the creation  of MARTA and grants all  powers of the authority. 

STATUS: Continu ed automatically in force by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV(d). 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the General Assembly to grant  to the county governing 
authority the power to engage in business li censing and regulation and to levy business 
li cense taxes in the county, including i ncorporated areas in the county. Violation  of such 
regulations constitut es a misdemeanor. 

 
COMMEN TS: No general law authorizes counti es to levy license taxes with in cities and 
O.C.G.A. Section  48-13-5 expressly prohibit s counti es from levying li cense taxes upon 
certain professional businesses located within  c i t ies .  Article IX, Section  IV, Paragraph I(a) 
now provides that the General Assembly may by local law grant  to a county the power to levy 
business license taxes in only the unincorporated area of the county.   O . C .G .A .  Section  
36-1-20 authorizes counti es to exercise poli ce powers, which would include business 
regulation,  in the unincorporated areas and provides for prosecution  of violations in the 
magistrate court.  These provisions could allow for exercise of li censing, regulation,  and 
li cense taxation  powers by Cobb County in the absence of this  LCA but would not allow  for the 
exercise of such powers within i ncorporated muni cipaliti es. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5450. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1070.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Abolishes the off ice of coroner and establishes the office of county medical 
examiner to be appoint ed by the county governing authority. 

 
COMMENT S: Under general law the offices of coroner and medical examiner are two separate 
and distin ct offices. This LCA abolishes the office of coroner and provides that the medical 
examiner shall perform the duties of coroner and medical examin er. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4507. 
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Ga. L. 1964, p. 814; Ga. L. 1966, p. 877.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to vest zoning power in a zoning and 
planning  commission and to provide for building  codes and for their administ ration  by the 
zoning and planni ng commission. 

 
COMMENT S: As to planni ng and zoning, the 1972 general amendment which granted a list  of 
self-executing  powers, including  planning  and zoning, direct ly to counti es and muni cipali ties 
probably superseded this LCA. As to building  codes, general provisions of the current 
Constituti on found in Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(12) and the general law provisions 
of O.C.G.A. Chapter 36-13 make the LCA obsolete and unnecessary. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1964, E x . Sess., p. 415.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to spend county funds on 

sidewalks in unin corporated areas. 
 

COMMENT S: Counties and muni cipalit ies are now authorized to provide these services under 
Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I, and public funds may be expended therefor under Arti cle 
IX, Section  IV, Paragraph II. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1967, p. 914.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the county governing authority to adopt ordinances preserving 
the healt h, safety, welfare, and morals of its citi zens and to provide penalti es for viol ations of 
such ordinances and authorizes the appropriate court with  jurisdiction  over such matters to 
infli ct puni shment for such violations. 

 
COMMEN TS: O.C.G.A. Section  36-1-20 authorizes the governing authority of each county to 
adopt ordinances preserving the public health,  safety, and welfare of the unin corporated areas 
of the county, violations of which ordinances may be punished by fine or imprisonment of not 
more than $1,000.00 or  60 days or both. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4410. 

Ga. L. 1967, p. 918.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the county governing authority to establish districts in any part 



- 118 -  

of the county for establishing  and maint aining  street li ghts and to levy taxes for this purpose 
after referendum approval. 

 
COMMEN TS: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI current ly authorizes county governments 
to establish special services districts in unin corporated areas for the provision of local 
government services and facil iti es therefor and authorizes the levy within  such special 
districts of taxes and fees for such purposes with out a referendum. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1967, p. 927.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the c o u n t y  governing authority to incur lim ited bonded 
indebtedness for the purpose of constructing and operati ng sanit ary and storm sewers. The 
debt is in addition  to the general debt limit ati on in the Constitu tion which at the time this LCA 
was rati fied was 7 percent of  the assessed value of taxable property. 

 
COMMENT S: Since the general debt limit ati on in Arti cle IX, Section  V, Paragraph I  was 
changed after the passage of this LCA, it  is unclear as to the exact amount  of addition al 
indebtedness which may be incurred by the county pursuant  to the LCA. However, thi s LCA 
does authorize the county to incur a greater amount  of bonded indebtedness than is permitt ed 
under the general provisions of the Constitut ion. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1967, p. 932.  

DESCRIPTION: Repeals Ga. L. 1952, p. 508, and authorizes the county governing authority 
to establish sewage districts and to levy taxes in support of such services. 

 
COMMENT S: Cities and counti es are authorized under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I  to 
provide sewage systems and may create special service districts and levy taxes in support of such 
services under Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph VI.  The LCA provides that bonds issued for 
the construction  of such sewage systems shall  be in additi on to and separate from the 
constitution ally imposed debt ceilin g and that the homestead exemption shall not be appli ed 
to the levy of taxes in support of such services. 
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4509. 

 
 
 
Ga. L. 1973, p. 1522; Ga. L. 1976, p. 1904; G a. L. 1980, p. 2098.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provides a $12,000.00  homestead exemption  from county and county 
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school district ad valorem taxes for residents who are disabled and whose specified income 
does not exceed $12,000.00.  

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1974, p. 1730.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Dedicates automatically ½ of the proceeds of any alcoholic beverage tax 

imposed by general law to the county board of education  and any city school system. 
 

COMMENT S: The LCA authorizes a unique tax for educational purposes in the county school 
district in addition to the ad valorem property tax authorized under Arti cle VIII, Section 
VI. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Acts, Ga. L. 1986, pp. 4052, 4594. 

 

Ga. L. 1974, p. 1763.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the adoption  of legislation  relative to the county board of 

education  without the  necessity of a referendum. 

 
COMMENT S: Former Arti cle VIII, Secti on V, Paragraph IV, now repealed and reserved, 
provided that the composition  of school boards, the term of off ice, and the method of selecting  
board members and school superin tendents may be changed by local law condition ed 
upon approval by the voters in a referendum and permitt ed school systems which were 
authorized on June 30, 1983, to make such changes without  a referendum to contin ue to do 
so.   Currently, Article VIII, Section V, Paragraph II allows such changes with out a 
referendum. 
 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Acts, Ga. L. 1986, pp. 4057, 4416. 

 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 18 98.  

DESCRIPTION: If the General Assembly repeals the charter of a municipali ty lying wholly 
within  t h e  county, the General Assembly is authorized to provide by local Act for all 
matters relative to the disposition of  the assets and obli gations of such abolished municipali ty 
and such local Act need not be approved in a referendum. 

 
COMMENT S: The need of the LCA is unclear as O.C.G.A. 36-35-2 already allows the 
dissolution of a municipality by local Act without a referendum.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4412. 
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Ga. L. 1977, p. 1585.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Jurisdiction, practice, and procedures in justice of the peace courts. 

 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Consti tution  abolishes all  justi ce of the peace courts and establishes 
a system of magistrate courts. O.C.G.A. Chapter 15-10 governs all  magistrate courts and sets 
uni form jurisdiction, practi ce, and procedures for these courts. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV.  

 

Ga. L. 1978, p. 2364.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants each resident of the county school district who is 62 years of age or 
over an exemption  from all  Cobb County school district ad valorem taxes on the full value of 
the homestead beginni ng after December 31, 1978. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1982, p. 2615.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Provided for the filling  of a vacancy in the off ice of justi ce of the peace.  
 
COMMENT S: The 1983 Constitu tion abolishes all justice of the peace courts and 
established a system of magistrate courts.  

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 
 

 
ACW ORTH  

 

Ga. L. 1968, p. 1524.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.00  homestead exemption from city ad valorem taxes to 
residents of the City of Acworth who are disabled or aged 62 or older who do not have 
specified income exceeding $5,000.00 p er year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
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of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2134.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Creates the Acworth Downtown Development Autho rity. 

 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4386. 

 
 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Acworth under Cobb County. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 877 . 
 
 Amendment affecting  Acworth under Cobb County. 
 
 

 

AU STELL  

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1061.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the City of Austell  to issue revenue bonds to construct, operate, etc., 

gas generati ng and distribution systems without a referendum. 

 
COMMENT S: Such bonds are authorized by O.C.G.A. Section  36-82-61(4)(C)(iv), but that 
general law provision requires referendum approval . 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1984, p. 3836.  

 

Ga. L. 1977, p. 1609.  

DESCRIPTION:  Authorizes the city to grant a discount of not more than 2 percent from 

muni cipal ad valorem taxes paid wi thin 30 days of the billing  date. 
 

COMMEN TS:  This LCA grants powers to the city which it  would not otherwise possess under 
general laws. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4389. 
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Ga. L. 1977, p. 1610.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to grant  a $2,000.00  homestead exemptio n from 
muni cipal ad valorem taxation  to each resident of  the city who is 65 years of age or over and 
whose income does not exceed such limi tation as may be established by the c ity. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this constitutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the city 
governing authority to grant or revoke the exempti on or change the qualifications each year. 
A n  e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, this LCA was 
continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4391. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. 
Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization, 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court 
concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) 
as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act 
may mean that unlike other exemptions continued as statute which can be amended, this 
exemption cannot be amended. 
  

 

 

Ga. L. 1980, p. 2121. 
 

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes city governing authority to grant  up to $1,000.00  homestead 
exemption from city ad valorem taxes to residents' homesteads. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983. It is not clear, 
however, that this constitutio nal provision would  continue  the discretionary power of the city 
governing authority to implement, increase, or decrease the exempti on each year. A n  
e x e m p t i o n  s o  c o n t i n u e d  c o u l d  b e  a m e n d e d . However, th is LCA was continu ed 
by local Acts, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4384 & 4414. There is a least one case, Columbus-Muscogee Co. 
Consol. Govôt. v. CM Tax Equalization , 276 Ga. 332 (2003), where an appellate court 
concluded that such a continuation meant the LCA had been continued under Paragraph IV(b) 
as part of the Constitution. Consequently, the effect of the continuation of the LCA by local Act 
may mean that unlike other exemptions continued as statute which can be amended, this 
exemption cannot be amended. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024 . 
 
 LCA affecti ng Austell  under Cobb County.  
 

 
 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 877 . 
 
 Amendment affecti ng Austell  under Cobb County. 
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KENNE SAW  
 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Kennesaw under Cobb County. 
 
 
Ga. L. 1966, p. 877 . 
 
 LCA affecting  Kennesaw under Cobb County. 
 
 
 

 

MA RIETTA 

 Ga. L. 1958, p. 425.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to combine its water and sewerage system and its electric 
system and to issue public uti li ties revenue bonds without  a referendum. 

 
COMMENT S: O.C.G.A. Section  36-82-61 authorizes the issuance of revenue bonds for gas or 
electric generating and distribution  systems and for water and sewerage systems. However, 
division (4)(C)(iv) of that  general law provision requires referendum approval regarding gas 
or electricity bonds . 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4503. 

 

Ga. L. 1965, p. 680.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city to incur bonded indebtedness for education al purposes 

in an amount exceeding the general debt lim itations of the Constitutio n; authorizes an annual 

tax not to exceed 7 mills.  

 
COMMENT S: A city is currently authorized to issue bonds for educational purposes pursuant 
to O.C.G.A. Section 20-2-390 et seq. However, this LCA  authorizes the c ity to incur addition al 
debt without  regard to the general debt limit ation appli cable to polit ical subdivisions.  

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4406. 

 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1109.  

DESCRIPTION:  Authorizes the General Assembly to create the Downtown Marietta  
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Development Autho rity. 
 

STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 4503. 

 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 1789.  

DESCRIPTION: Repeals Ga. L. 1968, p. 1678, and grants a $2,000.0 0 homestead exemption 
from muni cipal ad valorem taxation to  each resident  of the city who is 62 years of age or over 
or disabled who has specified income not exceeding $5,000.00 per year. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation  provided for by law on June 30, 1983.   
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1976, p. 1872.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Authorizes the city governing authority to provide increases in reti rement 
benefits to persons who have already reti red and to those employees who retire in the future. 

 
COMMENT S: Arti cle IX, Section  II, Paragraph II I(a)(14) and Article III, Section  X, 
Paragraph II now provide general authorization  for maint aining  reti rement systems and 
expending public  funds for increasing benefits in systems wholly or partially supported by 
public  funds. It appears that under such current  general provisions of the Constitu tion that the 
need for this LCA no longer exists.  This LCA was to have been repealed if  the 1978 revision 
of the arti cle on reti rement (Ga. L. 1978, p. 2510) had been ratified in 1978. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2123.  

DESCRIPTION: Exempts from all city school ad valorem taxes, except those to reti re 

bonds, homesteads of residents who are 62 years of age or over. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 
 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024 . 

 

 LCA affecting  Mariett a under Cobb County. 
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Ga. L. 1966, p. 877 . 

 

 LCA  affecting  Marietta under Cobb County. 

 

 

 

POW DER  SPRINGS 

 

Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024.  

 
 LCA affecti ng Powder Springs under Cobb County. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 877.  

 
 LCA affecti ng Powder Spring  under Cobb County. 

 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 1908.  

DESCRIPTION: Grants a $2,000.00  homestead exemption  from municipal ad valorem 
taxation  to each resident  of the city. Grants a $4,000.00  homestead exemption to each 
resident of the city who is 65 years of age or older. 

 
STATUS: Article VII , Section  II, Paragraph IV continu es in effect as statuto ry law those types 
of exemptions from ad valorem taxation p rovided for by law on June 30, 1983. 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1980, p. 2035; Ga. L. 1982, p. 2505.  

 
DESCRIPTION:  Creates the Powder Springs Downtown  Development Autho rity. 

STATUS:  Continu ed by local Acts, Ga. L. 1986, p. 453, and Ga. L. 1987, pp. 4199, 4770. 
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SMY RNA  

Ga. L. 1960, p. 1376.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the General Assembly to create an independent school system for 

the city. 
 

COMMENT S: The LCA provided an exception to the general constitution al prohibition  against  
the establishment of independent  school systems.  No school system was created pursuant 
to the LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed by local Act or home rule ordinance. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  
I, Paragraph IV. 

 
Ga. L. 1962, p. 976; Ga. L. 1972, p. 1440; G a. L. 1979, p. 1844.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the mayor and council  to exempt up to $4,000.00  as homestead 
exemption  from city ad valorem taxes for residents who are 65 years of age or over and who 
have resided in the city for at least three years. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5525. Repealed subsequently by local Acts, 
Ga. L. 1989, pp. 1378, 3878, and home rule ordinances, Ga. L. 1992, pp. 5525, 5725. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1964, p. 1024.  
 
 LCA affecting  Smyrna under Cobb County. 
 

Ga. L. 1966, p. 877.  
 
 LCA affecting  Smyrna under Cobb County. 
 

Ga. L. 1970, p. 1117.  
 

DESCRIPTION:  Authorizes  the  General  Assembly to  create  the  Downtown  Smyrna 
Development Autho rity. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 3957. 

Ga. L. 1976, p. 1929.  

DESCRIPTION: Granted a $6,000.00  homestead exemption  from municipal ad valorem 

taxation  to each resident of the city who was disabled and had specified income not exceeding 

$6,000.00 p er year. 

 
STATUS: Continu ed initially by local Act, Ga. L. 1986, p. 5523 but repealed subsequent ly by 
local Act, Ga. L. 1989, p. 4896. 
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COFFEE COUN TY 
 
 

 
Ga. L. 1953, Jan. -Feb. Sess., p. 549.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Provided for the appointm ent of the school superint endent by the board of 
education and authorized the board to set the quali fications, duti es, and compensation of  the 
superint endent. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV. 

 

 

Ga. L. 1953, Jan. -Feb. Sess., p. 569.  
 

DESCRIPTION: Merged the independent  school system of the City of Douglas with  the 
school system of Coffee County and established a board of education  for the combined system. 

 
COMMEN TS: A local Act found at Ga. L. 1970, p. 2441, as amended, effectively superseded 
the LCA. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1953, Nov .-Dec. Sess., p. 250.  

DESCRIPTION: Authorized the cou n ty  board of education  to reorganize the schools within  
its jurisdiction  and determine and fix the number of grades to be taught at each school. 

 
COMMEN TS: Article VII I, Section V, Paragraph II  provides that each school system shall be 
under the management and control of a board of education.  Since the LCA merely states  the  
authority which  the  board  would  ordinarily possess  under  the  terms  of  Paragraph II,  
the purpose of the LCA is unclear. 

 
STATUS: Not continu ed. Repealed by Arti cle XI, Section  I, Paragraph IV. 

 

Ga. L. 1957, p. 568.  

DESCRIPTION: Repeals Ga.   L.   1953, Jan.-Feb. Sess., p. 547, and creates the Douglas-Coffee 
County Industrial Authority. 

  
STATUS:  Continu ed by local Act, Ga. L. 1987, p. 3554. 
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DOU GLAS 

 

 
 
Ga. L. 1953,  Jan. -Feb.  Sess.,  p.  569 . 
  
 LCA affecti ng Douglas under Coffee County. 
 

 
Ga. L. 1957, p. 568 . 
 
 LCA affecting Douglas under Coffee County. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




