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Overview



Disaster Area – counties 
designated for public assistance, 
or for individual and public 
assistance in the FEMA disaster 
declaration on November 4, 2024, 
for Hurricane Helene. 

Definitions



• Eligible Governing Authority – all county, city, and school governments.

• Eligible Standing Timber – timber subject to the ‘timber tax’ or ‘severance tax’.

• Eligible Timber Property – parcels, tracts, or stands that:

• Have standing timber that would be sold or harvested in the ordinary course of business;

• Is timberland property as defined in Code Section 48-5-600 (which means tangible real property 
that has as its primary use the bona fide production of trees for the primary purpose of 
producing timber for commercial uses);

• Is located within the disaster area; and

• Was severely damaged or destroyed as a result of the natural disaster.

Definitions



• Uses the same constitutional authority as the disaster relief bill passed in 2023 for damaged 
structures.

• To grant the temporary property tax relief authorized under HB 223, an eligible governing authority 
must adopt a resolution or ordinance that meets the following criteria:

• Declares that the jurisdiction contains eligible timber property.

• Consents to grant the tax relief provided under Code Section 48-5-33.1.

• Requires taxpayers seeking relief to submit the certification form established by the Georgia 
Forestry Commission and that the form will be accepted by the governing authority.

• Best practice is to designate the tax commissioner or tax collector, since they perform most of 
the administration.  

• Waives the levy and collection of payment of taxes for the fourth quarter of 2024 and for all 
quarters in 2025.

Resolution/Ordinance



• Once the resolution or ordinance is adopted, no taxpayer who submits the 
certification form shall be required to pay the timber tax for Q4 in 2024 or 
for any quarter of 2025. 

 

• If timber taxes were levied and paid by the taxpayer for any of those 
quarters, the tax commissioner shall issue a refund from the funds of the 
corresponding governing authority.  

• If the taxes were levied but not yet paid, then the taxes shall be waived, and 
the tax commissioner or tax receiver shall issue a ‘zero’ bill reflecting no 
balance. 

Resolution/Ordinance



Georgia Forestry Commission has created a certification form, which:

• Requires the taxpayer to declare that their otherwise taxable property is eligible standing 
timber;

• Requires the taxpayer to declare they are making a claim for temporary tax relief for 
eligible standing timber; and

• Allows the taxpayer to attach photographs, verification by a registered forester that it is 
eligible timber property, or other supporting documentation. 

The certification form shall be completed by the taxpayer and shall be submitted as provided in 
the resolution or ordinance.  

The Georgia Forestry Commission shall make the certification form available to taxpayers. 

Certification Form



The Georgia Forestry Commission is authorized to conduct audits at the 
request of the tax commissioner or tax collector.  

• Any findings shall be reported by the Georgia Forestry Commission to 
the tax commissioner or tax collector, who may pursue all remedies to 
recapture the tax rightfully due. 

Audits



The Department of Revenue shall provide a grant to each eligible governing 
authority that has granted the tax relief.  

• The fiscal year 2026 (FY 26) budget approved by HB 68 contains $17.3 
million for these reimbursement grants.

• This figure is based on the three-year average (2021, 2022, and 2023) 
for the affected local governments, across 5 calendar quarters (Q4 2024 
through Q4 2025). 

Grants



Application for grant funding must be made to the Department of Revenue: 

• Grant applications will be made available in the near future.

• A copy of the resolution for any county, consolidated government, 
boards of education, and/or municipality participating in this program 
must be submitted with the grant application.

• Currently, the payment of grant funding is anticipated to begin after a tax 
digest for such taxing authority has been completed and submitted.

Grants



Questions?



Dante Handel, ACCG
Email: dhandel@accg.org

Troy Clymer, GFC
Email: tclymer@gfc.state.ga.us

Kenny Colson, DOR
Email: kenny.colson@dor.ga.gov

Roger Collins, Tax Commissioner (Ware County)
Email: rcollins@warecountyga.gov

Thank You
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