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ACCG 2026 Annual Conference 
Savannah Convention Center 

April 23-26, 2026 

We are EXCITED to announce the …  
  

2026 ACCG ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
 

As community needs change, technology advances, political 
climates fluctuate, and societal dynamics shift, Georgia’s county 
officials are the primary providers of local government support to 
their constituents. ACCG invites you to join hundreds of elected 
and appointed county officials from across Georgia at the 2026 
ACCG Annual Conference in Savannah/Chatham County on 
April 23-26. Together, county officials will learn how to remain 159 
strong while they embrace, evolve, and emerge from times of 
inevitable change. Conference features include the staple Lifelong 
Learning Academy, with classes taking place on the first and third 
days, numerous opportunities to engage with reputable state 
leaders, compelling hot topic sessions, and plenty of time for peer-
to-peer exchanges through networking. WE ARE EXCITED TO 

HOST YOUR COUNTY IN SAVANNAH! e r e n c e  
H i g h l i g h t s  

Keynote Address by Stephanie Stuckey, Chair of Stuckey’s 
and Former State Representative 

Friday, April 24 – 8:30 a.m. 
Stephanie Stuckey is the chair of Stuckey’s, 
the roadside oasis famous for its pecan log 
rolls founded by her grandfather W.S. 
Stuckey in 1937.  She assumed leadership 
of the company in 2019, spearheading a 
major business rebrand and expansion – 

increasing sales to $10 million, all while weathering the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Stephanie received both her undergraduate and law 
degrees from the University of Georgia. She has worked as a trial 
lawyer, was elected to seven terms as a state representative, ran an 

environmental nonprofit law firm that settled the largest Clean Water Act case in Georgia history, 
served as Director of Sustainability and Resilience for the City of Atlanta, and taught as an Adjunct 
Professor at the University of Georgia School of Law. She is a graduate of Leadership Atlanta and 
has been previously named to Georgia Trend’s 100 Most Influential Georgians list. In her keynote 
address to county officials, Stephanie will share how she embraced change to evolve her family’s 
brand and emerge stronger. 

Conference Highlights and HOT TOPIC Sessions 

• General Session: To Tax (Your Home) or Not: Legislation and Proposals to Eliminate 
Property Tax on Homesteads  

• Installation of the 2026-27 ACCG Board of Managers 

• State of ACCG Address by Dave Wills featuring a Fireside Chat with NACo Executive 
Director Matt Chase 

• ACCG Salute to Veterans during an Inspirational Breakfast on the Riverfront of the 
Savannah Convention Center 
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Friday, April 24 – 10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
 
General Session: To Tax (Your Home) or Not: Legislation and Proposals to Eliminate Property 
Tax on Homesteads  
This session will focus on efforts in the General Assembly to eliminate property tax on homesteaded 
properties, with discussion about the process, timing, means of replacing forfeited revenue from that 
source of income, and potential and likely impacts to local governments. The panel of speakers will 
include ACCG staff and other experts whose perspectives will help inform attendees of the 
intricacies and nuances, as well as the overt consequences that are 
anticipated.   

Saturday, April 25 - 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Back in Time: A Decades’ Experience 
Groovy, gnarly, fresh, or totally cool...you choose! Join ACCG for a conference-
wide celebration of decades. Starting with the 1970s and ending in the 2000s, 
travel back in time during this year’s Saturday night event. Attendees are highly encouraged to come 
dressed in their favorite style from the decade of their choice. Enjoy conference favorites like fresh 
oysters and indulge in a delicious dinner buffet, all while listening to sounds of live music by The 
Andy Masker Band who will bring hits from each decade to life. Don’t forget your dancing shoes. 
We’ll dance the night away along the scenic Savannah Riverfront, making it a night to remember! 
 

***NEW in 2026*** This year we are offering two (2) Continuing Education (CE) Sessions for 
registered attendees not taking LLA classes:  
 

1) Thursday, April 23rd, 1:45 p.m. Data Centers, Your Community, and You: Developing 
County Ordinances: Following the success of the ACCG webinar — Data Centers, Your 
Community, and You: Equipping Counties with Information & Resources — this session will 
equip elected officials and county management staff with a clear, actionable framework for 
developing ordinances that address the rapid growth of data processing centers. Panelists 
will explore unique land-use, infrastructure, and community-impact considerations associated 
with these facilities—such as energy demand, noise, water usage, and emergency services 
planning. Through case examples, peer discussion, and guidance on aligning local rules with 
state law, commissioners will gain the tools to craft ordinances that protect community 
interests while supporting responsible economic development. 
 

2) Saturday, April 25th, 10:30 a.m. Embrace the Dialogue, Evolve the Policy, Emerge with 
Trust: County Social Media Engagement.  
Counties are increasingly expected to meet their communities where they are—online, vocal, 
and engaged. This session will help county officials embrace social media as a primary tool 
for constituent engagement, evolve their social media policies and practices to uphold First 
Amendment protections, while emerging with trust. Participants will learn how to navigate 
comment moderation without infringing on protected speech, set expectations for online 
conduct, and build public information strategies that strengthen transparency and community 
connection.  Note: Both CE sessions are included in the Attendee w/ no Classes 
registration bundle. 

 

 

 

A TENTATIVE AGENDA for the conference is on Page 8. 
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C o n f e r e n c e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

Conference registration will open                            
Wednesday, February 18th at 9:00 a.m. 

 
County clerks and/or “Registrars” for ACCG events will need to log into Engagifii to register for 
the annual conference. 
 

BUNDLE 
REGISTRATION 

TYPE 

REGISTRATION 
FEE 

DESCRIPTION 

ATTENDEE REGISTRATION BUNDLES (must choose ONE (1) for each Attendee) 

1 
FULL ATTENDEE 
with 2 classes 

“EARLY BIRD” 
SPECIAL: 
$1,004 

Only available until February 27th, and only for FULL 
ATTENDEE with 2 classes registrations. The price will 
automatically adjust when you register for this bundle 
before February 27th. 

1 
FULL ATTENDEE 
with 2 classes 

$1,025 

This package covers admission to all conference general 
sessions and breakout sessions; section meetings for clerks 
and managers/administrators; the County Buyers Mart 
Exhibit Hall; all banquet and entertainment events; and two 
(2) Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) and/or County Clerks 
GCEI classes, one each on Thursday and Saturday. 

2 
FULL ATTENDEE 

with 1 class 
$825 

Same benefits as BUNDLE #1, except only includes one (1) 
Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) or County Clerks GCEI class 
on either Thursday or Saturday. 

3 
FULL ATTENDEE 

no classes 
$715 

Same benefits as BUNDLE #1, except that attendees choosing 
this option will not be allowed to register for any Lifelong 
Learning Academy (LLA) or County Clerks GCEI classes. 

4 
FULL ATTENDEE: 
NON-COUNTY 
Government 

$750 

This package is for individuals NOT affiliated with a county 
government, but who work for state government, quasi-
governmental, or non-profit organizations related to 
government, and includes all conference events except LLA 
and GCEI educational classes.  *Please note: This 
registration option is NOT available for county officials. 

5 
ATTENDEE - 
Friday ONLY 

$350 

 
This package covers FRIDAY ONLY admission to all 
conference general sessions (including Keynote Speaker), 
breakout sessions, meals, breaks, County Clerk’s Section 
meeting, and the County Buyers Mart Exhibit Hall only on 
Friday, April 24.  

 

 

M o r e  b u n d l e  o p t i o n s  o n  t h e  n e x t  p a g e …  
i o n  
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C o n f e r e n c e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  
 

 

 
Registration for the 2026 Annual Conference will open Wednesday, February 18th. 

Important Note: County Clerks and/or “Registrars” do not need to wait for an email 
announcement; registration will automatically open at 9:00 a.m. 

 

Housing reservations will be made through Visit Savannah!  The system allows you to 
receive confirmation of hotel reservations almost immediately.  Once you have registered 
with ACCG for the conference, you will receive confirmation of registration that will 
include instructions for making hotel reservations.   
 

HOTEL RESERVATION POLICY – Until March 2, 2026, at several of the historically more 
popular hotels in our ACCG block (those indicated with ‘ * ‘, below), attendees will be 
prohibited from making reservations of fewer than three (3) nights.  Only reservations for 
three (3) or four (4) consecutive nights will be permitted to be booked.  After March 2, all 
remaining rooms and combinations of room nights at all hotels will become available for 
reservations of any duration. 
 

BUNDLE REGISTRATION 
TYPE 

REGISTRATION 
FEE 

DESCRIPTION 

6 

ATTENDEE - 
COUNTY 

ATTORNEYS 
Section Lunch + 

Seminar 

$165 
This package is only for attorneys who work with county 
government.  The fee covers lunch, all course materials, and 
any fees charged by the Georgia Bar for granting CLE credits. 

7 

ATTENDEE – 
Friday OR 
Saturday 
Luncheon 

TICKET ONLY 

$110 

This TICKET-ONLY option is only available to 2 groups of 
people: (1) County representatives receiving County 
Excellence Awards [beyond the 4 complimentary tickets that 
accompany each award]; or (2) Guests of members of the 
ACCG Board of Managers who are attending ONLY the 
Saturday luncheon.  *If an individual is already registered as 
a FULL ATTENDEE or a FULL GUEST, there is no need to 
purchase this option - it is included in FULL ATTENDEE 
registration packages (#1-#3) and the FULL GUEST 
registration ADD-ON. 

GUEST REGISTRATION 'ADD-ON' BUNDLES (optional for each registered attendee) 

8 
ADD-ON (A) 

GUEST - FULL 
REGISTRATION 

Package 
$400 

This option is NOT available for purchase on its own.  This is 
1 of only 2 options for adding a Guest registration package to 
an ATTENDEE registration package.  This FULL GUEST 
Registration includes all sessions, all banquet and 
entertainment events, including the Saturday Night Decades 
Party, and admission to the County Buyers Mart Exhibit Hall. 

9 
ADD-ON (B) 

GUEST - 
SATURDAY 

DECADES PARTY 
TICKET ONLY 

$210  

 
This option is NOT available for purchase on its own.  This is 
1 of only 2 options for adding a Guest registration package to 
an ATTENDEE registration package.  This SATURDAY ONLY 
TICKET ONLY is only valid for admission to the Saturday Night 
DECADES PARTY.  This option does NOT allow for admission 
to the County Buyers Mart Exhibit Hall.  



  

 

2 0 2 6  A C C G  A n n u a l  C o n f e r e n c e  

 

Page 5 

 

H o t e l  I n f o r m a t i o n  
 
 
The deadline for hotel reservations is Wednesday, April 1, 2026.  ACCG has negotiated 
discounted room nightly rates at eight (8) Savannah hotels for this conference, as below:  
 

• Doubletree Hotel Historic Savannah: $293 - $313 

• AC Hotel: $314 - $334 

• Hilton Garden Inn Historic Savannah: $293 - $313 

• Homewood Suites: $304 - $324 

• Hotel Indigo: $289 

• Hyatt Regency Savannah*: $285 - $335 

• Savannah Marriott Riverfront*: $294 

• Westin Savannah Harbor*: $334 
 

Please check Visit Savannah! for information on the conference hotels – 
www.visitsavannah.com.  Click on Accommodations, then on Browse by Location and click 
on Historic District.   
 

Funding Available to Help Pay for ACCG Conference Expenses 

ACCG recently announced the ACCG-Jerry R. Griffin Scholarship Program.  For 2026, this program 
will reimburse EVERY COUNTY up to $3,000 for expenses incurred for attending ACCG 
conferences, plus an additional $3,000 for expenses incurred for attending NACo conferences.  The 
expenses covered include registration fees, hotel accommodations, rental car, personal mileage 
reimbursement and more!  Each county must have one person register for the scholarship program 
portal in order to request reimbursement for expenses.  This person must know the county’s plan for 
how these funds will be allocated.  The goals of this program are to foster lifelong learning, enhance 
engagement among county officials and increase conference participation.  For more information, 
click here. 

 
 
2026 Annual Conference Venue Update: 
 
Just as in years past, the ACCG annual conference will take place at the Savannah Convention 
Center located at: 1 International Drive, Savannah, Georgia 31421 
 
This year the conference will take place on the “old side” of the convention center (on the 
Riverfront and closer to the water taxi).  As we get closer to April, be sure to watch for 
conference updates via e-blast and the conference website (a link will be shared soon). 
 
  
  

http://www.visitsavannah.com/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.accg.org%2Fstory2.php%3Fid%3D2256&data=05%7C02%7CNLogan%40ACCG.org%7Cd775048a546e40170c9a08de64d476de%7Cf6e659c2210a44a69820f6daf9b5537e%7C0%7C0%7C639059060857916898%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=38vnLpjRR2mA84w7Kf3NtDv19nFnsptoznuyptoEvZk%3D&reserved=0
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A C C G  L i f e l o n g  L e a r n i n g  A c a d e m y  ( L L A )  C l a s s e s  
 
ACCG, in partnership with the UGA Carl Vinson Institute of Government (CVIOG), is pleased to 
offer the following Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) classes: 
 
LLA Classes available on Thursday, April 23rd, from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.: 
 

• CORE: PROPERTY APPRAISAL & TAXATION (Day 1 of 2) 

• CORE: COUNTY GOVERNMENT LAW 

• CORE: ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

• CORE: HUMAN RESOURCES 

• ST: Bringing People Together [CE] 

• ST: County Retirement Programs: What They Mean to Your Employees & to Your Budget [COM] 

• ST: Water Management [COM] 

• ST: Managing Growth [ECD] 

• ST: Building Your City-County Relationships [IR] 

• ST: Successfully Negotiating Service Delivery Strategy (SDS) Agreements [IR] 

• ST: Motivation & Successful Leadership [LD] 

• ST: Citizen Public Safety Initiatives [PS] 

• ST: Health & Wellness [QL/SI] 

• ST: Public Safety Impacts of At-Risk Individuals & Families [PS] 

• ST: Budgeting for Long-Term Fiscal Sustainability [RF] 

• ST: Revenue & Tax Policy [RF] 

 
LLA Classes available on Saturday, April 25th from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.:  
 

• CORE: PROPERTY APPRAISAL & TAXATION (Day 2 of 2) 

• CORE: COUNTY GOVERNMENT FINANCE 

• CORE: ETHICS 

• CORE: PUBLIC SAFETY AND PUBLIC HEALTH 

• ST: Policy Development, Implementation & Evaluation [CE] 

• ST: Commission & Staff Relations [COM] 

• ST: Identifying Funding for Community Enhancements [QL/SI] 

• ST: Regional Cooperation [IR] 

• ST: Working with School Boards, Authorities & Other Partners [IR] 

• ST: Understanding & Using Power & Influence Effectively [LD] 

• ST: Courts & the Justice System [PS] 

• ST: Building Sustainable Communities [QL/SI] 

• ST: Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA’s) and Private Partnerships [RF] 
 

REMINDER 
Conference Registration with one (1) LLA Class = $825.00 

Conference Registration with two (2) LLA Classes = $1,025.00*  
*Early Bird Special: $1,004.00 before Feb. 27th 
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G e o r g i a  C e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  C o u n t y  C l e r k s  
 

We are excited to offer three (3) classes that are part of the Georgia Certification Program for 
County Clerks during the 2026 ACCG Annual Conference.  Clerks who are registering for the 
conference have the option to take 1 or 2 classes. Registration for 1 or 2 classes will work 
the same way as the registration options for other county officials who choose to take 1 or 2 LLA 
classes.   
 

Thursday, April 23     8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Clerks: Meeting Management 102/103 (part of the REQUIRED curriculum) – two (2) 
consecutive 3-hour classes for a total of 6 hours 
Includes the Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) Luncheon from noon – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Saturday, April 25     8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Clerks: Continuous Improvement, Masters (6 hours) 
Clerks: Payroll Administration, Elective (6 hours) 
Includes the ACCG Board Installation luncheon from noon -1:30 p.m. 
 

S e c t i o n  M e e t i n g s   
 
County Clerks Section Meeting: Friday, April 24 – 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. New officers will be 
sworn in during the clerk’s section meeting. 
 

GACMA County Managers/Administrators Section Meeting: Thursday, April 23 – 8:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m. Lunch will be provided and is sponsored by Georgia Power. 
 

Section meetings are included with the full conference registration packages. 

 
C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y s ’  S e c t i o n  S e m i n a r *  
 

The County Attorneys’ Lunch/Section Seminar is scheduled for Friday, April 24, 11:30 a.m. - 
5:00 p.m. at the Savannah Convention Center.  Lunch will begin at 11:30 a.m. with the seminar 
to follow. A separate registration fee of $165 is required for the Attorneys’ 
Luncheon/Seminar.   
 

R e f u n d  P o l i c y  
 

ACCG Refund Policy 
The conference cancellation deadline is Wednesday, April 1, 2026*.  Cancellations received in 
writing by this date will be entitled to a full refund, minus a $50 administrative fee.  Cancellations 
received in writing April 2 – April 10 will be entitled to a 50% refund of fees paid.  There will be 
no refunds offered for cancellations received after April 10, 2026, unless the participant is able 
to substantiate a sound reason for the late notification, such as an emergency beyond the 
participant's control, in which case ACCG must be notified of the emergency within 7 days of the 
last day of the conference. 

P r e - C o n f e r e n c e  M a i l - o u t  o f  R e g i s t r a t i o n  M a t e r i a l s   

Prior to the Annual Conference, ACCG will mail/ship a packet to each county which has 
registered conference participants.  The packet will contain the conference gift, as well other 
conference information (agenda, tote bag, transportation schedule, etc.) that will need to be 
distributed to each registered participant before the county officials come to the conference. 
Conference packets are tentatively scheduled to be mailed/shipped the week of April 13, 2026.  
Please be sure to contact your registered attendees as soon as you receive your packet so they 
can visit the county office to pick up their conference materials. 
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( T E N T A T I V E )  C O N F E R E N C E  A G E N D A   
 
Savannah Convention Center 
1 International Drive, Savannah, GA 31421 
 
Thursday, April 23 
6:30 a.m. 
ACCG Registration & Check-In 
 

7:15 a.m. – 8:15 a.m. 
Breakfast 
 

8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.  
Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) Classes & 
Clerks 6-hr. Classes  
 
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
GACMA Meeting (County 
Managers/Administrators) 
 
12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) Awards 
Luncheon (for all registered attendees)   
 
1:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. CE Session: Data 
Centers, Your Community, and You: 
Developing County Ordinances 
(for registered attendees not taking an LLA 
or clerks’ class) 
 

3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Buyers Mart & GACAA Farmhouse 
Welcome Reception 
 
3:45 p.m. 
ACCG Board of Managers Meeting 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Board of Managers Reception/Dinner 
 

6:00 p.m. 
Dinner & Evening on Your Own 
 
Friday, April 24 
6:30 a.m. 
Registration 
 
7:30 a.m. 
Networking Breakfast 
 
8:30 a.m. – 10:45 a.m. 
Welcome/Opening 
Session/Keynote/Business Meeting 
 

9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
ACCG Board Spouses Brunch 

Friday, April 24 (cont’d) 
10:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
General Session: To Tax (Your Home) or 
Not: Legislation and Proposals to Eliminate 
Property Tax on Homesteads  
 
11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
County Clerks’ Section Meeting 
 
11:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
County Attorneys’ Section Seminar 
 
12:15 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 
Conference Luncheon & Business Meeting 
 
11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
Lunch: Buyers Mart & GACAA Farmhouse  
 
2:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
General Session: Legislative Update 
 
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
ACCG-IRMA Board Meeting 
 
Saturday, April 25 
6:45 a.m. – 7:45 a.m. 
Breakfast 
 

8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Lifelong Learning Academy (LLA) Classes & 
Clerks 6-hr. Classes (1 ½ hr. lunch break) 
 
10:30 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
CE Session: Managing Public Input on 
social media (for registered attendees not 
taking an LLA or clerks’ class) 
 

12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
ACCG Board Installation & Awards 
Luncheon 
 

6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday Night Event - Back in Time: A 
Decades Experience (includes Oyster Roast, 
Dinner & Live Band) 
 

Sunday, April 26 
 

9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 
Inspirational Breakfast on the Riverfront / 
ACCG Tribute to Veterans 
 

10:00 a.m. Conference Adjourns 


